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The Claflin Hill Symphony Orchestra 

2017-18 Season 

“Our 18th Season— Coming of Age!” 
6 symphony concerts at Milford Town Hall in Milford 

NEW! 3 jazz concerts– Fridays with Friends in Whitinsville 
Claflin Hill presents Jazz at Whitin Mill 

NEW! 3 chamber concerts– Saturday Serenades in Grafton 
Claflin Hill– Apple Tree Chamber Music Series 



A Message from Paul Surapine 

Executive & Artistic Director 

A 
lthough it’s mid-summer, we’ve already been as busy as 
summer honey bees at Claflin Hill – (or should I say 
Gypsy Moths?) – making plans for the 2017-18 CHSO 

Season. 

In one sense, it’s a sign of growth, in that as we progress year to 
year we’re becoming more able to plan further out into the future 
earlier.  At this point, we’ve confirmed all our concert dates, engaged 
the CHSO orchestra musicians, and most importantly, planned the 

programming for this exciting season of music.    

Being an orchestra director is like being an executive chef in a four 
star restaurant!   I get to decide what great pieces of music we’d like to explore and share with you this 
year, and also what great “accompanying dishes” would best be paired on the same program with 
those masterworks.   Many of the works we’ve chosen this season are first-time adventures for us at 
CHSO, and one or two are “reprises” from many years ago, but always fun to revisit.   After all, who 

doesn’t love to watch their favorite movies over and over again? 

It’s our Eighteenth Season – “We’re Coming of Age!”    

Years ago, when young people reached the age of “maturity or majority,” it was customary for their 
parents to send them on the “European Grand Tour” – sometimes a six month trip abroad to see and 
experience the world beyond their childhood.   Our 2017-18 CHSO Season is much like those “Grand 
Tours” in that each of our concerts will take us to a different part of the world – starting from Germany 

and Austria in November, to Russia in February, Spain in March and home to our New World in April.   

Our season “menu” includes everything from the majesty of Beethoven, to lush Russian Romanticism, 
“patrician” and noble Spanish Latin flavors, and America – as seen by Antonin Dvorak, and native son 

Aaron Copland.    

Additionally, we’ve lined up the CHSO Alternatives series in Whitinsville, which this season is going 
“Jazz!” and we’re branching out into Grafton, bringing our Chamber series to the newly renovated home 
of our friends at Apple Tree Arts!  We can guarantee to fill your calendar at least two weekends in every 

month; there will be no sitting at home playing with laptops for our CHSO members! 

A number of years ago, our outgoing Board President, Tom Wesley, had asked his wife Rebecca if she 
wanted to renew their CHSO season tickets.   It was probably an “idle” question – he had just received 
his season brochure, and perhaps wanted to just double check with his wife!  Rebecca replied, 
“Absolutely!”   Tom said, “Why?”   And Rebecca said, “Because it guarantees that we go out together 

with friends at least six or seven nights in the coming year!” 

Ultimately, CHSO is more than just an orchestra – “We are Building Community Through Music” 
and these frequent gatherings with our friends, “our family” – musicians, audience, supporters – has 
become a focal center that brings us all together – not just once annually, but often, and with new 
friends joining us throughout the year.  The more often a family or community comes together, the 
stronger the ties that bind and strengthen them become.  It is, indeed, a wondrous thing we’ve all 

created together – a world-class musical cultural entity second to none – and we own it.   

I absolutely love the summer – it’s my favorite season of the year — and it’s way too short. However, I 
can’t wait for the fall, when we’ll all reconvene and launch into this amazing season we’ve planned.  

Enjoy what remains of summer. I’m looking forward to seeing you all soon! 

Paul Surapine  

From here, 
the water flows east 

to where it watered the seeds of a new nation. 
From here, 

the water flows north 
under a bridge where a  

revolution began. 
From here,  

the water flows south 
where it powered another revolution. 

From here, 
the music rises. 

The Claflin Hill Symphony Orchestra 
Andy Starkis, Claflin Hill Community Liaison 

The Claflin Hill Symphony Orchestra’s 2017-18 Business Partners 

Blaire 

House  

of Milford 

 

Milford 



CHSO Celebrates “The Year of the Music Teacher” 

T 
hroughout the 2017-18 Claflin Hill Symphony Season, we will 

be celebrating Music Teachers.   

Not that we don’t appreciate and love ALL teachers – but we 

are musicians and very often, the music teachers in school 

systems are the first to see their budgets, resources and programs cut and 

it cannot be stated often or strongly enough how essential, important and 

beneficial these programs and these amazing teachers are to the 

development of our future generations. 

Claflin Hill has – from its inception – always been dedicated to the 

nurturing and furtherance of music education for young people.  Our 

Claflin Hill Youth Symphonies program has grown exponentially in each 

of the last four years – we now have over 100 students from almost 40 

communities participating.   

Virtually every single musician that performs as a member of a Claflin 

Hill ensemble or concert is a TEACHER as well, including myself.  

Cumulatively, the musicians of CHSO alone teach and impact the 

development of several thousand students – either 

as public school teachers or in their private 

studios. 

Every major soloist or performer you will see 

at CHSO this season is also a TEACHER, and 

we hope to have many of our public school 

colleagues at the symphony with their students 

throughout the year.   

I strongly believe that Music Education for All 

young students should be a requirement – the 

benefits of music study are well documented – showing that music 

students have a high achievement rate in math and science especially – but 

the numerous “multi-tasking” functions that are developed in the study of 

a musical instrument strengthen and enlarge their brain capacity for 

abstract and organized thought processes.   It’s almost a guarantee that 

your local High School Valedictorian and Salutatorian each year is a 

music student as well! 

Music, and Music Teachers are Essential  

 

We’ve maintained last year’s prices! 
 

Season Tickets on Sale NOW! 
Individual Tickets on Sale Sept. 18, 2017 

 
Ticket Orders 

Online:  www.claflinhill.org 
By phone:  508-478-5924 

Price per Fees ** Total 

Ultimate Season Ticket Package: Includes all 12 concerts at 3 venues $225 +$34.45 $259.45 

Ultimate Season Ticket Package: CHSO Member * $203 +$34.45 $237.45 

Ultimate Season Ticket Package: Senior/Student/Veteran- Non member *** $175 +$26.12 $201.12 

Ultimate Season Ticket Package: Senior/Student/Veteran– CHSO member * $158 +$26.12 $184.12 

$150 +$20.35 $170.35 

Season Ticket Package: CHSO Member $135 +$20.35 $155.35 

Season Ticket Package: Senior/Student/Veteran- Non member $99 +$14.18 $113.18 

Season Ticket Package: Senior/Student/Veteran- CHSO Member $89 +$14.18 $103.18 

Individual symphony concerts / Holiday Pops $40 / $45 +$3.46/ 4.61 $43.46/ $49.61 

Senior/Student/Veteran- Individual symphony concerts / Holiday Pops $25 +$2.53 $27.53 

Individual symphony concerts / Holiday Pops– CHSO Member $36 / $40.50 +$3.46/ 4.61 $39.46 / $45.11 

S/S/V Individual symphony concerts / Holiday Pops– CHSO Member $22.50 +$2.53 $25.03 

Jazz at Whitin Mill Season Package: Non member– 3 concerts $50   +$7.05 $57.05 

Jazz Season Package: CHSO Member $45  +$7.05 $52.05 

Jazz Season Package: Senior/Student/Veteran- Non member $39 +$5.97 $44.97 

Jazz Season Package: Senior/Student/Veteran– CHSO member $35.10 +$5.97 $41.07 

Apple Tree Chamber Series in Grafton: Non members– 3 concert $50 +$7.05 $57.05 

Apple Tree Chamber Series in Grafton: CHSO Member $45 +$7.05 $52.05 

Chamber Series in Grafton: Senior/Student/Veteran- Non member $39 +$5.97 $44.97 

Chamber Series in Grafton: Senior/Student/Veteran– CHSO member $35.10 +$5.97 $41.07 

Individual Jazz and/or Chamber concerts/ Senior/Student/Veteran $19 / $15 +$2.35 / 1.99 $21.35/ 16.99 

Individual Jazz and/or Chamber concerts/ Senior/Student/Veteran– Member $17.10/ 13.50 +$2.35 / 1.99 $19.45/ 15.49 

*Claflin Hill Members always receive a 10% discount.  
Become a member today. It’s easy.  

Visit www.claflinhill.com/give for complete details. 
 

**Ticket vendor fee covers all ticketing logistics. 
We want to be completely transparent about the costs of doing business. Therefore, this 

year, you’ll see the ‘ticketing logistics fees’ clearly denoted.  Ticketing logistics fees cover 

the operating costs charged by our online ticket vendor, Vendini.  

*** We’re happy to provide discounts for senior citizens, 
students and veterans HOWEVER you will be required to show 

your ID with your ticket at the concert hall.  



 

The Claflin Hill Symphony 

Orchestra Season 
All concerts start at 7:30 p.m.  

Milford Town Hall 
The Grand Ballroom 
52 Main Street 
Milford, MA 

Symphony in the Grand Ballroom 

Symphonic Saturdays 

Free Parking 
Handicap Accessible 

Claflin Hill Youth Symphonies (CHYS) Key Dates 

Date Time Place Program 

Sept. 17, 2017 11:00-5:00 Mass Bay 
Framingham 

Auditions—New applicants 
and returning seating     
auditions 

Sept. 24, 2017 12:30-5:00 Mass Bay 
Framingham 

Rehearsals Begin 

Jan. 21, 2018 3:00-5:00 Mass Bay 

Wellesley 

Concert 

Jan. 28, 2018 11:00-1:00 Mass Bay 

Framingham 

Mid-year Auditions 

March 25, 2018 3:00-4:30 Milford 
Town Hall 

Family Symphony Matinee 
(side-by-side w/CHSO) 

May 20, 2018 3:00-5:00 Mass Bay 
Wellesley 

Spring Concert 

June 3, 2018 11:00-3:00 Mass Bay 
Framingham 

New Member Auditions 



 

 

 

 

A supportive musical environment  

where young minds come alive! 

T 
he Claflin Hill Youth Symphonies are the premier 
performing arts organizations for youth throughout 
MetroWest and Central Massachusetts. It is our 
intention to enhance the music education our 

young musicians are already provided with in school, at 
home, and in their private lessons. CHYS is not just one 
orchestra; it is a program of three different ensembles that 
provide orchestral training through weekly rehearsals. Our 
program services over 150 students ranging in age from 8 to 
18. CHYS students hail from Belmont to Blackstone – a 
large swath of communities in our region. Participating in 
CHYS allows students to extend beyond individual lessons 
and experience what it’s like to become a team member in 
an ensemble of talented musicians.  
 

Maestro Paul Surapine has built an educational framework based on trust, 
encouragement, responsibility, and holding our students to high artistic standards. By 
participating in our program, students will develop confidence, self -esteem, social, 
creative and communication skills. They will not only become better musicians, but 
they will develop into people who become productive contributors to society. The 
Claflin Hill Symphonies can serve as a springboard to a professional career in music, or 
aid in gaining admission to university. CHYS provides a valuable extra -curricular 
activity for serious people with like-minded goals, and leads to life-long friendships. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Concert I Teutonic Titans 
Saturday, November 4, 2017 

  

Beethoven: Symphony No. 7 
Bruckner: Symphony No. 4 

 

Join us for our Eighteenth Season opener as we 
begin a year-long “Coming of Age World Tour.”  

 

We begin our journey in Austria and Germany, opening with the 
majestic “Symphony No. 7” of Ludwig van Beethoven, followed by the 

“Symphony No. 4” of 
Anton Bruckner.    

 
What Beethoven started 

as a “romantic symphonic 
revolution,” Bruckner 

brought to a culmination 
of Romanticism.   

Concert II Holiday Pops! 
Saturday, December 9, 2017 

Let us make your spirits merry and bright as the Grand Ballroom is 
transformed into a winter wonderland for all ages! Join us for everyone’s 

favorite holiday tradition featuring timeless classics like “Sleigh Ride,” 
“Stille Nacht,” a holiday sing-along and a visit from jolly ol’ St. Nick! 
Let’s ring in the Holidays together!  For its third year, The Greater 

Milford Community Chorus, under the direction of Daniel Zabinski, will 
join the CHSO for this wonderful Holiday tradition! 

 



Concert III Russian Romance 
Saturday, February 3, 2018 

 

Rimsky Korsakov: Scheherazade    
 featuring CHSO Concertmaster Angel Valchinov 
Rachmaninoff:  Piano Concerto No. 2 

  featuring Beth Surapine, Piano Soloist 
 

The next stop on our tour brings us 
to “Mother Russia” for a 
sumptuous and indulgent feast of 
Russian romanticism – featuring 
two magnificent and monumental 
icons of the genre – Nicolai 
Rimsky-Korsakov’s colorful 
depiction of the story-telling 
Princess Scheherazade and Sergei 
Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto 
No. 2 – one of the most loved 
romantic concertos of all time! 

Concert IV Iberian Legends! 
Saturday,  March 3, 2018 

De Falla:     Nights in the Gardens of Spain 
 

Rodrigo:     Concerto de Aranjuez 
     featuring Daniel Salazar, Guitar 

Strauss:       Don Quixote 
    featuring CHSO Principal Cellist, Johann Soults  

 
Next on the itinerary is a trip to the Iberian 
Peninsula. We will open with Manuel De Falla’s 
colorful tone poem, “Nights in the Gardens of 
Spain” paired with Joaquin Rodrigo’s noble and 
elegant “Concerto de Aranjuez” featuring the return 
solo performance from long-time CHSO friend, 
Daniel Salazar on guitar.    
 

Our own CHSO Principal Cellist, Johann Soults, 
takes on the mantle of “knighthood” as we set off 
on a “quest” in the Richard Strauss masterwork 
depicting the fabled but flawed hero of Cervantes.  
 

Concert II: January 27, 2018 
Stirring String Mastery—The CHSO String Quartet 
 

The String Principals of The CHSO bring 
their virtuoso talents together for an elegant 
evening of Beethoven, Mozart, Haydn and 
more, joined by CHSO Founder and 
Director Paul Surapine on Clarinet for a 
performance of the Brahms Quintet.  
Concertmaster Angel Valchinov, 
performing on his Strad, with Principal 
Second Violinist Etleva Hima-Buli, 
Principal Violist Dimitar Petkov and 
Principal Cellist, Johann Soults.  

Concert I: November 18, 2017 

Claflin Hill-Apple Tree Arts Collaboration 
 
The Inaugural Season of our new Chamber 
Music Series gets under way with an exciting 
and eclectic cornucopia of offerings 
performed by CHSO musicians who are also 
Faculty members at Apple Tree Arts!   Flutist 
Amy Carroll, Cellist Mario Portev, Violinists 
Michael Galvin and Kathryn Haddad join 
Paul Surapine in music of Villa-Lobos, 
Brahms, Hummel and more to launch this 
new collaborative project!   

Concert III: March 10, 2018 
Woodwind Hi-Jinks 

 

CHSO Woodwind performers Flautist 
Lori Halt, Oboist Geraldine Johnson, 
Bassoonist Patty Yee and Neil Godwin 
on Horn join Paul Surapine for a 
rollicking evening of rarely heard 
masterworks from the Woodwind 
Quintet repertoire, including the 
Nielsen Quintet, Samuel Barber’s 
eloquent “Summer Music” and music 
by Milhaud, Ibert and more.  



Saturday Serenades 

Chamber Music Series 
Claflin Hill—Apple Tree Chamber Series 

 

 
Apple Tree Arts 
Center for Performing Arts 
One Grafton Common 
Grafton, MA  All chamber concerts start at 7:30 p.m. 

Free Parking 
Handicap Accessible 

 

Apple Tree Arts recently moved to the Grafton Townhouse at 
One Grafton Common where they have restored this beautiful 
building to create a new center for the performing arts on the 

second and third floors of the historic space. The central focus 
lies in the restoration of its beautiful Great Hall, to its original 

state, where it serves as a central gathering place for the town and 
a performance space for artists. 

Concert V CHSO Family Symphony Matinee 
Sunday, March 25, 2018 SPECIAL TIME  3 :00 pm  

Claflin Hill’s Annual Sunday Afternoon Family Concert tradition is back! 
This concert  features a “side-by-side” performance of the CHSO and the 
Claflin Hill Youth Orchestra.  This concert provides a  great “first 
symphony” outing for young children and families. The relaxed atmosphere 
in the Grand Ballroom makes this a great afternoon of music for all ages! 
 
Join us for the Instrument Petting Zoo before and after the concert! 

Concert VI Home to the New World 
Saturday,  April 28, 2018 

Dvorak:     Symphony No. 9 “The New World” 

Copland:   Rodeo 

Southard:  An Appalachian Trail Symphony,  World Premiere 
 

Often, the best part of a long-journey is “coming home.”  We complete this 
whirlwind Coming of Age season by celebrating our own country – both 
from the perspective of a composer of the “Old World,” inspired on his first 
visit to America in the 1890s to pen his Ninth Symphony “The New 
World.” Dvorak’s work evokes the majesty, the beauty, the optimism and 
the possibilities of the American 
personality, accompanied by the 
“Dean” of American composers—
Aaron Copland and his rambunctious 
and good humored “Rodeo.”  
Vermont composer Keane 
Southard’s “An Appalachian Trail 
Symphony” –recently completed 
after his hike through New England 
on the Trail pays homage to the 
beauty of where we live. 



Jazz at Whitin Mill 

Fridays with Friends 

The Claflin Hill—Alternatives Jazz Series 
 

 

Whitin Mill 
Singh Performance Center 
60 Douglas Road 
Whitinsville, MA  All jazz concerts start at 7:30 p.m. 

Free Parking 
Handicap Accessible 

The Whitin Mill renovation is the story of how an out-of-work mill 
became an environmentally responsible, inclusive community treasure 

with cultural opportunities for people of all abilities to enjoy. All 
performances take place in  the Mill at the GB & Lexi Singh 

Performance Center. The center  is an intimate and flexible space 
suitable for theatre, concerts, speeches, trainings, professional 

conferences, and other community uses.  

Concert I: October 27, 2017 
The John Baboian Quartet with special guest, Jerry Seeco 

 

Guitarist/Composer/Educator, John Baboian, has 
been on the faculty at Berklee College of Music in 
Boston since 1980. Before beginning his teaching 
career at Berklee, he received a Bachelor’s in 
Music Education from Berklee and later a Master’s 
in Jazz Studies from New England Conservatory. 
His performances include concerts, clubs, 
recordings, radio and television throughout the 
United States and Canada, as well as 
performances and teaching clinics in Japan, Central 
& South Americas, Europe, South Africa, and the 
former Soviet Union including his ancestral home, 

Armenia. Recently, John surprised his fans and students with a "cameo" appearance in the 
feature film "Ted" filmed in Boston. Look for the mustachioed guitar player in the house party 
scene and you will see a familiar face. John plays and is an endorser of D'Addario strings. 

 Concert II: January 12, 2018 
The Glenn Zaleski Trio 

 

Glenn Zaleski is one of the most in-demand pianists 
on the New York City jazz scene. Originally from 
Boylston, MA, Glenn has made a name for himself 
playing with the likes of Ravi Coltrane, Lage Lund, 
and Ari Hoenig. He attended the Brubeck Institute 
Fellowship program in Stockton, CA from 2005-2007, 
and then finished his undergraduate studies at The 
New School in 2009. In 2011, Glenn was a semi-
finalist in the Thelonious Monk International Jazz 
Piano Competition, as well as a finalist for the 2011 
APA Cole Porter Fellowship in Jazz.  
In 2017 he released his second album for Sunnyside 
Records, "Fellowship", prompting All About Jazz to note, "Glenn Zaleski has quickly become 
one of the most important pianists of his generation and it's easy to see why." Downbeat 
Magazine named it "sublime", Jazz Times called it, "an engaging set by a talent worth 
watching," and the New York Times named the record a "strong statement," praising its "fluent 
but unhurried sense of phrase.” 

Concert III: March 30, 2018 
The Eric Hofbauer Quintet: Prehistoric Jazz 

 

The Eric Hofbauser Quintet featuring Todd Brunel, 
clarinet, Junko Fujiwara, cello, Curt Newton, drums, 
and Jerry Sabatini, trumpet. The EHQ performs 
Hofbauer’s jazz arrangements of groundbreaking 
20th century pieces which he describes as 
“prehistoric jazz.” These arrangements celebrate the 
common ground between modern jazz and the 
works of Stravinsky, Messiaen, Ellington, and Ives 
by using the shared rhythmic and harmonic 
concepts of the 20th century modernists as a bridge 
to postmodern jazz improvisation.  


