
Mark your calendar for the rest of the Symphony Season!  
*      February 4, 2017  *     Saturday, 7:30 pm *      Milford Town Hall, 52 Main Street, Milford, MA     * 

“FIRE & ICE” 

Celebrate and embrace the elements with this colorful and explosive program featuring Igor Stravinsky’s “Fireworks” and  

Manuel De Falla’s ballet music from “El Amor Brujo” offset against Finnish composer Jean Sibelius’s majestic and glacial First 

Symphony.  CHSO harpist Mason Morton is featured in Maurice Ravel’s romantic “Introduction and Allegro.”  

 March 4, 2017     *     Saturday, 7:30 pm      *      Milford Town Hall, 52 Main Street, Milford, MA     * 

“SEASCAPES” 
 

The New World Chorale, under the direction of Holly MacEwen Krafka, returns to join the CHSO in a performance of 

English composer Ralph Vaughan Williams’ first venture into the symphony form – and what an effort it was— a five 

movement symphony with chorus and vocal soloists celebrating the sea! We’ll continue our seashore journey with music of 

Claude Debussy and James Horner’s majestic score from “The Perfect Storm.”  

 March 26, 2017         *      Sunday, 3:00 pm        *         Milford Town Hall, 52 Main Street, Milford, MA  * 

“CHSO FAMILY SYMPHONY MATINEE” 
Claflin Hill’s annual Sunday Afternoon Family Concert, featuring a “side-by-side” performance of the CHSO and the 

Claflin Hill Youth Symphonies Orchestra.  A great “first symphony” outing for young children, and a great afternoon of music 

for all ages as well!  

“Instrument Petting Zoo” before and after the concert. 

 April 7, 2017        *     Saturday, 7:30 pm     *      Singh Performance Center, Whitinsville, MA    * 

“PAUL SURAPINE ~ FAMILY & FRIENDS” 
Paul Surapine (on clarinet) brings together a showcase of great music for clarinet, piano and other chamber music 

combinations, featuring his son Zachary on violin, his sister Beth on piano and a lineup of great friends from the CHSO.  Music 

of Bach, Brahms, Milhaud, Khachaturian, Rachmaninoff and more. 

 April 29, 2017    *     Saturday, 7:30 pm     *      Milford Town Hall, 52 Main Street, Milford, MA     * 

“ROAD TRIP” 
Climb into the “CHSO Winnebago” for a musical sojourn that begins in beautiful New England, and travels through some of the 

most beautiful vistas in our country, from the Berkshires, into the Appalachians, the Blue Ridge Mountains and the Tennessee 

Valley. This program of vivid tonal “colorscapes” will bring our natural wonders to life. Hope you’ll come along for the ride! 
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Please donate today! 

Thank you!!! 
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The 2017 Annual Appeal — It’s going to be a very good year!  

 

Y 
our Support Makes a 

Difference 

 

T 
hanks to you, 2016 was a 

triumphant year for our 300 

CHSO/CHYS musicians! 

Performance opportunities were 

made possible thanks to the 

support of our hundreds of donors, 

corporate sponsors, and 

foundations. These funds are 

necessary to deliver our programs, 

nurture talent, and pursue 

excellence both on and off the stage.  

Additionally, many supporters also 

contributed of their time and 

expertise – our Board and our 

volunteers.  

The CHSO and its smaller 

ensembles were able to perform at 

over 30 concerts in the region 

during the 2015-16 season, as well 

as to build upon our strong 

foundation by growing and 

enhancing the Claflin Hill Youth 

Symphonies – the future of Claflin 

Hill. 

Believing that world-class training 

requires world-class teachers, our 

donors support the involvement of 

CHSO professional musicians to 

mentor, tutor and inspire Claflin 

Hill Youth Symphonies’ young 

musicians, elevating them, and 

taking them to a new level of 

performance. All of our musicians 

have a commitment and passion 

that is truly inspirational.  

Just as important is the community 

of dedicated and generous people 

who love to see, hear and support 

the CHSO! Without you, we simply 

would not be able to do what we do 

with the high standards you rightly 

expect. Your contributions help to 

ensure that all of our important 

projects and programs continue 

into the future, and we are ever so 

grateful for your support. The 

CHSO is your orchestra. It is a one-

of-a-kind amazing, valuable and 

genuine team of people who only 

want to bring great performances 

and inspiration to you.    

You are important to us as not only 

our audience members, but as 

caretakers of this great organization 

and as the force that makes music more 

accessible, more meaningful and more 

affordable to us all – building 

community with music – through Claflin 

Hill. Your leadership and partnerships 

open the doors to experiences that forge 

powerful connections in our community. 

That’s what we’re building here – 

community – and we are a community-

supported orchestra – YOUR Claflin Hill 

Symphony Orchestra.  

We appeal to you!  Please make your 

gift today, to ensure a strong future for 

live music in our region. 

From all of us at Claflin Hill,  

Thank You! 

CHYS violinists ready to go on 

stage!  

Photo by Jim Calarese 

Never too young! 

Photo by Jim Calarese 



year, draws people out of their 

homes, from an ever widening region, 

across town lines, to congregate 

together in a beautiful, municipal 

public space to share the experience 

of art being created in their midst – 

and they are part of the creation. 

And then, yes, for a moment, I did 

feel something – a sense of pride, 

perhaps – but more so a sense of 

privilege and humility that God 

allowed me to a part of be of this, and 

that my life was meant to travel this 

path, which brought me to this 

community to work at finding and 

fulfilling a dream, a life’s work and to 

become a part of something that can 

make a difference. 

Thank you to everyone in our 

community – the musicians, the 

audience, the donors, the volunteers 

and all who have walked with us 

along the way on this path that still 

has so many more miles ahead. 

Best wishes for a happy and healthy 

New Year! 

Paul Surapine 

 

January 3, 2017 

T 
here!  That’s the first time I’ve 

written or typed 2017!  Well, 

the Holidays are over and it’s 

time to get back to work!  Claflin Hill 

gets back into concertizing almost 

immediately, and we’ve got a 

monumental season stretching in 

front of us to completion. 

My wife Susan and I went out for 

dinner and community to the Caffé 

Sorrento on New Year’s Eve, (which 

also is the anniversary of when we 

met!).   As we were waiting to be 

seated, we happened across a couple 

– Janine and Udall – that used to live 

up the street from us on Claflin Hill, 

when we first moved there. 

Janine starting asking how the 

orchestra was doing, and 

commenting on how she remembered 

when we first launched it in 2000.   As 

many people often do, and very 

kindly meant, she congratulated me 

on having started the orchestra and 

what a feat it was.   While I always 

appreciate people’s compliments, I’m 

always uncomfortable being the sole 

recipient of them, as really, this whole 

“Claflin Hill Project” is the result of 

many people, starting with my wife, 

coming together to give of their time, 

work, efforts and treasure to make it 

grow.  I always tell people that it’s 

really a result of it having come to 

root in such an amazing community – 

and that there are very few places 

special enough to have nurtured a 

symphony orchestra. 

As Janine continued to ask interested 

questions about the orchestra – its 

“make up” —how many musicians 

are part of CHSO, how they come 

together to be here– she drew me into 

a reflective conversation that quickly 

became animated – (it’s not that hard 

to do for me!).  As I told her about the 

musicians in our orchestra, and our 

audience members and how they feel 

about each other, I was describing to 

Janine the true “essence” of Claflin 

Hill – which is more than just a 

phenomenal orchestra, but a vehicle 

of community – one that is fast, and 

sleek and drawing more and more 

members into it.  How special it is to 

be part of something that on 

numerous evenings throughout the 

Through the Years…. A message from Paul Surapine 
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How to 

Donate 
Use the 

envelope 

provided 

Or Visit 
 

www.claflinhill.org 
 

To Make an 

Online 

Donation 

Memorial Day Week Timeshare (May 27-June 3, 

2017) 

The Driftwood Resort, Vero Beach, Florida 

Generously donated by a CHSO Member Family 

For every $100 donation you give, your name will be 

entered into a drawing for a week in Vero Beach, Florida!  

(If you donate $500 — your name will be entered into the drawing FIVE times!) 

The unit accommodates 4 people (1 Queen/1fold-out sofa). Kitchen w/microwave, coffee maker, 

refrigerator, small stove, utensils. Two pools on property, as well as the beach!  The resort runs 

weekly events for adults and families. Onsite restaurant and poolside lounge and bar. Things to 

do in the area: deep sea fishing, many restaurants, an art museum, fountain park, outlet 

shopping and more! Vero Beach is 1.5 hours to Disney World, Universal Studios and SeaWorld! 

my involvement with CHYS over these 

years. Simply put, I have a stronger 

appreciation for music and the value it 

brings to our lives.  As our daughter’s time 

with CHYS winds down I can honestly say 

that I will truly miss our involvement. It’s 

been a great experience.   

                                     Submitted by Pat Mack 

I 
t has long been suggested that learning 

music supports all learning. As a parent 

watching his child grow through 

involvement with the Claflin Hill Youth 

Symphonies, in what is now her fifth year, I 

can strongly support this assertion. 

Having reached a level of musical 

competence though our public-school 

system, though she may not have phrased it 

this way, our daughter sought the kind of 

musical challenge that could foster her 

continued growth - CHYS provides that 

challenge.  This challenge is supported in 

many ways, be it through a balanced 

approach to selecting musical genres and 

themes, to mentoring with Claflin Hill 

professionals, to the social interaction with 

peers (aka snack time). It’s more than that 

though, it’s the thoughtful family, or team 

approach that stewards pride in ownership 

through practice at home for the greater 

orchestral cause.  The results are evident in 

the strong sense of accomplishment, sheer 

fun, and joy that you get from the kids 

during both the Sunday rehearsals- mini 

concerts for those parents who stay- to the 

performances. The value of all of this, I 

believe, spills over into all learning and will 

be carried throughout each child’s lifetime. 

Speaking from my experience, I’ve watched 

our daughter’s self-confidence, discipline 

and drive in music and academics grow in 

parallel. I have no doubt that the two are 

connected, and that CHYS has played a key 

role. I too, as a parent, have grown though 

Reflections on Claflin Hill Youth Symphonies… A Parent’s Point of View 
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The Power of Music Connects Us… Thoughts from our VP 

W 
ith 2016 in the rear view mirror 

there is much to reflect on.  

One theme that has stood out 

over the past several years is how, despite 

the fact that we live in a world that is 

increasingly interconnected via social 

media and the internet, many people feel 

isolated and disconnected.  Many of the 

issues we face as a society, including an 

addiction epidemic and once-in-a-

generation political discord, suggest this 

feeling of disconnectedness is much more 

significant than a passing observation. 

Rather, the happenings in the world 

around us appear to be a trend we should 

all be intent upon addressing. The good 

news is that, over the past several 

millennia, we as human beings have 

discovered and developed tools to 

successfully reconnect to each other by 

being reminded of and present to our 

common humanity.  If music is not the 

foremost of these tools, it surely must be 

near the top of the list.  

 

Perhaps the most laudable aspect of Claflin 

Hill is that it has always successfully 

combined the making of music with the 

building of community, two endeavors that 

are essential to our society regaining its 

sense of connectedness, common values, and 

common purpose.  In a sense, there is 

nothing remarkable about what I am 

describing about Claflin Hill, as the use of 

music to bring people together is a tradition 

that dates back many centuries in western 

culture and at least a century in our greater 

Milford community.  Yet when we look at 

the world around us, we realize what I am 

describing is remarkable , given that similar 

institutions elsewhere seem to have fallen 

victim to withering and erosion, leaving a 

void which is most regrettable.  

 

We are fortunate to live in a community 

with a rich history of nurturing artistic 

expression and supporting artistic leaders 

who have used their craft as a means of 

strengthening community bonds.  We are 

also fortunate to have an established, 

sustaining institution such as Claflin Hill 

that is in a position to secure the role of 

artistic expression and further the role of 

musical education for generations to come.   

 

The truth is that the continued harnessing of 

the power of music for the betterment of the 

world around us is a sacred trust.  We are 

simultaneously the beneficiaries and the 

caretakers of this most precious gift.  When I 

assume my role as President of Claflin Hill, 

one of my primary goals will be to secure 

the gift of music on the level of excellence to 

which our community has long been 

accustomed for future generations.  It is my 

hope that, as Claflin Hill embarks on its 

annual appeal, you will continue to enjoy 

the thoughtful and passionate music Claflin 

Hill creates, and also give careful 

consideration to providing additional 

support to Claflin Hill so the organization 

may continue its financial vibrancy and 

begin taking concrete steps towards 

securing a future for this region that is as 

artistically rich as its past and present. 

Thank you for your continued support of 

Claflin Hill and our community.   

 

Warmest regards, 

    Stephen 

 

Submitted by Stephen J. Chaplin 

 

I’ve watched our daughter’s 
self-confidence, discipline 

and drive in music and 
academics grow in parallel. 

—Pat Mack 

...the continued harnessing of 
the power of music for the 

betterment of the world 
around us is a sacred trust.  

—Stephen Chaplin 



Spotlight on Gabrielle Toscano, CHSO Violist 
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When asked, “What keeps you up at 

night?” Gabrielle answered, “Being a 

night owl and not a morning person, 

what may keep me up from time to time 

at night, is the constant organization 

that it takes to make it as a professional 

musician. I can truly say that I wake up 

every morning thankful for how far I 

have come from that petite, chatty and 

outgoing 8 year old Italian girl with big 

curly hair.” 

 

When she’s not making music, Gabrielle 

fills her time with her other passions:  

cooking, fitness and travel. She loves to 

cycle around Boston, practice yoga and 

weight train at the gym during the 

week. She cooks almost every night and 

enjoys experimenting with new recipes. 

If she wasn't a musician, she might have 

begun another career path as a chef.  

“Like a true artist that combines 

multiple influences and ingredients, I 

feel it is a natural outlet for expression.” 

 

To wrap up our interview, Gabrielle 

said, “There is nothing more fulfilling 

than enriching the hearts and minds of 

my community. Whether it be in 

Milford, Hyannis or Boston, any person 

who is appreciative of music is someone 

I respect and value.” 

                  Submitted by Susan Surapine             

A 
t the tender age of eight, 

Gabrielle Toscano began her 

musical career on viola at her 

public school music program in East 

Meadow, New York on Long Island.  

She chose viola for all the obvious 

reasons -- she wanted to sit next to her 

childhood crush, and she was also 

intrigued by the deep rich tone of the 

instrument. It’s funny to think that she 

is where she is today due to such an 

innocent childhood decision.  

After graduating with a Bachelor of Arts 

degree from SUNY Stony Brook 

University, Gabrielle moved to Boston 

to study with Roger Tapping of the 

Juilliard String Quartet and to pursue a 

Master’s degree with Emphasis in String 

Pedagogy and a Graduate Performance 

Diploma in Viola Performance from The 

Longy School of Music in Cambridge. 

Since then, she has excelled as a 

teaching artist, soloist, chamber and 

symphonic violist. 

 

As is the usual case, Gabrielle connected 

with the CHSO through 

recommendations from trusted 

colleagues and she has been playing 

with the CHSO since 2012. Gabrielle 

stated, “Claflin Hill stands in its own 

category for a professional regional 

symphony orchestras. Not only do I feel 

that I belong to a welcoming community 

within the orchestra as a dedicated 

violist, but I feel as though I am an 

extended member of the Milford 

community. Maestro Paul Surapine 

engages and educates the audience in 

every program to guide their listening 

and encourages the audience to 

appreciate what the orchestra does and 

how much love and sweat goes into 

each program.” 

 

With 13 years of teaching experience 

spread across Long Island and the 

Boston area, over the course of the past 

eight years, while living in Woburn, 

MA/North Shore of Boston, Gabrielle 

has developed a private studio 

consisting of nearly 35 students. The 

studio is made up of students ages 6 and 

above, whom she teaches viola, violin 

and piano with encouraging enthusiasm 

and passion. “By sharing my love of 

music with my students and organizing 

studio recitals three times a year, I not 

only challenge them on a daily basis, but 

I give them an outlet for artistic 

expression.  Balancing my full studio 

and busy performance schedule can be 

very hectic, but by being organized and 

passionate about what I do, I make it 

work. My students' families are very 

supportive of my professional 

performance career, which gives me the 

flexibility to balance both teaching and 

performing.” 

 

Gabrielle’s favorite gigs are either 

intimate chamber music settings or epic 

symphonic performances where she can 

express her true love for classical music 

of the Romantic Era. When she is not 

performing with the CHSO or one of its 

smaller ensembles, she can found 

playing with Cape Symphony, Brockton 

Symphony, Boston New Music Initiative 

and Chatham Chorale. As well, she 

freelances in local symphonies and 

chamber ensembles for weddings and 

other events throughout the Boston 

area. 

 

Gabrielle with her Dad, Vito Greco and 

Nana, Grace Saraceni (9 yrs. Old) 

A Message from CHSO President, Tom Wesley 
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music in the lives of those whom you 

love. Give the office a call and we can 

get the ball rolling. 

Every performance season has gotten 

better and better and this season is no 

exception. Our musical selections 

draw a direct connection to the 

original artists themselves. If I squint 

just a little bit I can imagine our 

Maestro in the same salons and 

symphonic halls as the masters 

themselves. If you squint a little bit 

more, you might just picture yourself 

alongside him, too. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

G 
reat institutions are nurtured, 

not born.  

 

The Claflin Hill Music Foundation 

was born 20 years ago, conceived as a 

means of fostering the development 

of professional music in the greater 

Milford region. From that kernel of 

inspiration was born the symphony 

and youth symphony orchestras, the 

chamber series in Whitinsville, the 

Summer Winds ensemble and the 

Family Night at the Bandstand 

summer series. The Foundation, as an 

institution, is well-established. We are 

an intrinsic part of a community that 

now stretches westward from the 

Boston suburbs through central 

Massachusetts. Our programs are 

vertically integrated to provide a 

musical experience for all ages to 

enjoy for a lifetime to come. 

 

The Foundation has been operating in 

the black and debt free for several 

years now. I am quite proud of that 

fact, but that is not enough. Our 

financial support can be likened to a 

three-legged stool. The first leg is the 

support from generous corporate 

sponsors and underwriters; the 

second leg is from performance fees 

and the box office. The third leg of the 

stool is private sponsorships from 

people like you. These range from 

season ticket holders to our chair 

donors. You enjoy our warmest 

affection. Becoming a chair donor is 

achievable for many people in our 

audience and those contributions 

really move the needle in terms of 

regular, dependable ongoing support.  

 

The success of the Foundation is 

solidly carried on the shoulders of our 

Executive and Artistic Director, Paul 

Surapine. It was his vision and his 

hard work that created this fine 

institution. Maestro Surapine carried 

the Foundation upon his shoulders 

for these past 20 years. That's a heavy 

burden for anyone to shoulder alone.  

 

We all know that the Claflin Hill 

musical experience is comparable to 

any of the fine orchestras found in the 

region, including those in Boston. It is 

a fair comparison, as we draw from a 

similar pool of talent, but what makes 

us special is our inspiration. As long 

as Paul Surapine is hale and hearty 

our cherished Foundation survives. 

Our Board of Directors continues to 

look over the horizon well beyond the 

next season and into the future to 

make certain that there is a Claflin 

Hill Symphony for your children's 

children. 

 

So, it is incumbent upon all of us to 

ensure now that the legacy of Paul 

Surapine will survive and thrive for 

years to come; indeed, for years after 

we are gone. This is where your 

generosity and planning will make a 

real difference.  

 

It is said that our estate can wind up 

in the hands of three entities: your 

family; your charities; or your 

government. You get to pick two. Let 

us help you decide! The DaVinci 

Society is an opportunity to support 

two legacies, yours and Paul's. We 

have all the information you need to 

begin the conversation that will keep 

the Claflin Hill Music Foundation 

alive and well heading into the next 

century and ensuring the promise of 

classical, professionally performed 



Ensemble and String Coordinator for the 

entire CHYS program.   This year, 

additional faculty have been added – 

CHSO Violinist Zachary Surapine assists 

Petkov in the Rep Ensemble and coaches 

several chamber music groups, and CHSO 

Flutist Lori Halt has come on board as a 

weekly Chamber Ensemble coach and 

mentor. 

 

Numerous CHSO musicians visit the 

CHYS rehearsals throughout the season, 

helping to mentor and coach the students 

and sometimes perform in concerts with 

them as needed. 

 

CHYS is truly a unique youth orchestra 

program, as compared to other youth 

orchestras throughout New England. 

CHYS boasts very close ties with the 

professional CHSO  which affords the 

student musicians opportunities unlike 

any other programs. Members of CHYS 

all have the opportunity to work closely 

and continuously with professional 

musicians of the highest caliber and to 

study under their guidance, as well as to 

play with them as fellow colleagues, and 

to eventually have the opportunity of 

joining ranks of the CHSO as 

professionals musicians! 

 

           Submitted by Paul Surapine 

 

C 
laflin Hill Youth Symphonies 

(CHYS) – our own amazing youth 

orchestra program—is a growing 

and extremely important aspect of Claflin 

Hill that many of our audience members 

and community have not yet become fully 

acquainted with.  

 

Back in 2005, Claflin Hill began a 

relationship with the MetroWest Youth 

Symphony Orchestra (METYSO) serving 

as a “professional mentor orchestra.” As 

the years went on and the youth orchestra 

began to grow, the all-parent Board of 

Directors of METYSO decided to 

“dissolve” their organization and merge it 

into CHSO, officially in 2013.  

Starting from a single orchestra ensemble 

with about 35-40 students in 2005, CHYS 

was born, and has now grown into a vital 

program, made up of nearly 100 students 

from over 40 communities throughout 

Central Massachusetts performing in 

three different major ensembles:  The 

CHYS Repertory Ensemble for beginning 

string students; The CHYS Wind 

Ensemble for woodwind, brass and 

percussion students, and the CHYS Youth 

Orchestra, for advanced orchestral 

musicians.   

 

In the last two years, CHYS has shown 

amazing growth – in 2015-16, it grew 26% 

and presently in this season, it is showing 

a 37% increase in membership over last 

season’s phenomenal growth! 

 

This fall, we also launched a new 

“Chamber Music Program” – an 

additional performance/educational 

vehicle where students are able to work 

together in smaller ensembles coached by 

CHSO mentors, enhancing their skills as 

players, and also building “teamwork and 

leadership” skills as is more necessary to 

chamber music performing. 

 

CHYS continues to be in residence at the 

MassBay Community College in 

Framingham, where they meet for 

rehearsals every 

Sunday throughout 

the school calendar 

year – a relationship 

that goes back to its 

formative days as 

METYSO.  CHYS 

gives concerts at the 

MassBay 

Community College 

campus in 

Wellesley, and 

perform every year 

in a “side-by-side” 

concert with the 

CHSO as part of the 

CHSO Family Symphony Matinee in 

March. 

 

Many members of CHYS have gone on to 

music schools throughout the country, 

and CHSO now boast four regular 

members of the orchestra who are now 

professional musicians that began in the 

youth orchestra program!    

 

“It’s really an amazing program,” said 

Surapine, who serves as the overall Music 

Director of CHYS.  “Every Sunday, we set 

up at MassBay and basically run a “music 

conservatory” there for five hours – with 

numerous rooms reverberating with the 

sounds of young musicians hard at work, 

honing their skills and cutting their teeth 

on the great masterworks of our cultural 

heritage.   It’s as if CHSO has started its 

own “farm system” – like the Red Sox! – 

creating a new generation of musicians 

who are learning to appreciate the value 

of hard work, perseverance, teamwork, 

camaraderie, and even to become 

musicians in the “Claflin Hill mold.”   It’s 

one of the most energizing days of my 

week, every week, and although it’s a 

long day of teaching and conducting, I 

have a blast every Sunday!” 

 

Surapine is joined weekly by CHSO 

Principal Violist, Dimitar Petkov, who 

serves as Director of the Repertory 

Claflin Hill Youth Symphonies—Young Musicians on the Rise! 
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Mason Morton, CHSO Harpist, with Nadav Elovitz, CHYS 

harp student. Photo by Jim Calarese 

...you will frequently find 
CHSO musicians performing 
within our community at 
events planned by other 
organizations. 

other events which make this a great 

community – to provide music for 

joyous occasions, and sometimes to 

provide comfort and solace in more 

somber moments.  One of the most 

memorable concerts ever put on by 

Claflin Hill took place during our first 

year, when we presented a “Concert 

for Humanity” on Sunday, September 

23, 2001 at Milford Town Hall to 

memorialize the victims of 9-11.   

 

To this day, people still talk about 

that concert. Giving back is one of the 

most important parts of being a 

musician. They don’t teach you that 

in school. In a sense, if you are a 

musician in a community, you are a 

“minister” of sorts– using your talents 

to uplift the spirits of those you touch.   

We are fortunate to have an orchestra 

that not only has great musical 

talents, but musicians of great 

humanity.” 
 

I 
t’s amazing to think that Claflin 

Hill presents twenty to thirty 

major concerts during one 

season. Those include symphony 

concerts at Milford Town Hall, 

chamber concerts at the Singh 

Performance Center in Whitinsville, 

Family Night at the Bandstand 

throughout the summer months  in 

Milford, Claflin Hill Symphony 

Summer Winds performances in 

communities surrounding Milford, 

and of course, the Claflin Hill Youth 

Symphonies. Aside from all that, you 

will frequently find CHSO musicians 

performing within our community at 

events planned by other 

organizations. 
 

During December, area residents 

were treated to live music enhancing 

regional community events such as 

the Second Annual Christmas Tree 

Lighting at Draper Park, organized 

by the Citizens for Milford and the 

Annual Tree of Life Ceremony at 

Milford Regional – an annual event 

run by the hospital to commemorate 

and memorialize both survivors and 

victims of cancer. This year, we could 

even be found at the State House in 

Boston performing at a special 

Holiday event hosted by State Senator 

Ryan Fattman.  On September 11, the 

CHSO String Quartet performed in 

Hopedale, as part of the Fifteenth 

Anniversary Commemoration of 9-11 

at Atria Draper Place.  Claflin Hill 

also presented three concerts at 

Memorial Hall in May as part of the 

first annual Celebrate Milford Day. 

Musicians of CHSO are often called 

upon to perform at events such as 

these as members of small ensembles. 

These ensembles consist of:  The 

CHSO String Trio, The CHSO Brass 

Quintet, The CHSO Woodwind 

Quintet and the CHSO String Trio.  

Participation 

at these 

events is part 

of our very 

important 

“community 

outreach” 

vehicle of 

Claflin Hill.   

 

“One of the 

aspects of CHSO that we encourage 

with our amazing musicians, is that 

Claflin Hill is so much more than 

“just an orchestra” or a “gig” to us.   

We are  an integral and growing part 

of the “fabric” of our community – 

something that our audience and 

local residents value and take great 

pride in.  Even if folks in our 

community don’t attend every concert 

we produce, they recognize Claflin 

Hill as one of the “pillars” of our 

community that contributes to the 

quality of life in the region,” said Paul 

Surapine, Executive Director and 

Founder of CHSO. 
 

“Being part of a community means 

we share in all of the important 

moments in the community – we 

don’t just promote concerts and sell 

tickets, but we are also there to bring 

our music to add to the numerous 

Claflin Hill in the Community — Making Music for All to Enjoy!  
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Jeff Hoefler, Erich Ledebuhr,  

Jamison Clark & Chip Halt at Draper 

Park—Christmas Tree Lighting 

Jamie Clark & Chip Holt 

at Draper Park 

Angel Valchinov, Margaritka 

Valchinova, Johann Soults and 

Gabrielle Toscano at The State House 


