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The Claflin Hill Symphony Orchestra 

2019-2020 Concert Schedule 

Our 20th Season! 
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A Message from Paul Surapine, Executive & Artistic Director 

Greetings my friends! Please accept our 2019-20 CHSO Season 
Brochure which celebrates our TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
SEASON —promising night after night of amazing, virtuosic, 
exhilarating and inspiring music and community together! 
 
The first sounds of the Claflin Hill Symphony Orchestra 
reverberated through Milford Town Hall Grand Ballroom on a 
Sunday evening in May of 2000.  We were doing Carl Orff’s 
“Carmina Burana” – which demonstrated an amazing tableau of 
orchestral and choral power – with the Worcester State College 
Chorus. 
 

Most of the people in the audience were family members of the chorus, and the others in the 
audience probably weren’t familiar with “Carmina Burana,” including most of the small board of 
the new Claflin Hill Music Performance Foundation.  My wife Susan had bought a CD of the work 
and had been listening to it for a month. That night, she sat up in the rear balcony with a neighbor 
and friend named Robin. The chorus conductor, Dr. Christi Nigro, came out, lifted her arms and 
brought the entire ensemble in together on its first crashing, giant opening chord.  “O, Fortuna, like 
the Moon.”  Robin gasped and whispered, “OH, MY GOD!”   Susan leaned over and said, “Yes, 
it’s going to be like this for about an hour!”  I’m sure neither she nor I could ever think on that 
night that it would “be like this” for the next 20 years — but here we are! 
 
In twenty year’s time, the CHSO, our little cultural edifice out here in the middle of suburbia, has 
grown and stretched its “empire” of culture and education throughout the better part of Central 
Massachusetts!  We’ve survived economic downturns, national disasters and the Great Recession 
of 2008, and in spite of all that, continued to grow and expand every single year!  Claflin Hill has 
come to mean concerts in the parks in the summer, a burgeoning Youth Orchestra program that 
affects over 100 families from 40 different communities, a chamber series in Grafton with Apple 
Tree Arts, a jazz series at the Caffé Sorrento in Milford, and new partnerships to come this year in 
Franklin and Hopkinton.   
 
We have built this together with you, and the work we have done has attracted new audience 
members, new supporters and new cultural “adventurers” to our cause year after year.  In a sense, 
we have “redefined” the symphony orchestra experience, and opened it up to so many people who 
never thought they would enjoy or understand it.   Maybe we should be the new model for 
orchestras everywhere! 
 
In the final soliloquy of the Broadway show, “Ben Franklin in Paris” the good Doctor is musing 
outside the throne room of Louis XVI, about to go in and secure support from France for the new 
American Nation.   Played by Robert Preston, with a beautiful and haunting solo clarinet 
underscoring —played by my teacher, Kalmen Opperman – Franklin says, “I’d like to be a fly, 
bottled up in a good bottle of Madeira wine for 200 years.  When it’s opened, I’ll  shake my wings 
off, and fly out and see, what has become of this new nation and these new people called 
Americans.  Will they value freedom, given it outright in the cradle?  Will they protect it and fight 
for it?”  
 
I’d like to be here in 100 years, to see what our next generation will have made of this thing called 
Claflin Hill, that we have worked so hard to build and protect so that we can hand it down to our 
children and their children.  It is and has always been a part of the heritage of this community, and 
I’m not sure it could ever have come to life in very many other places. 
 
It has been a life worth living, a career worth driving for, and a community of friends worth being a 
part of it.  Who knows what the next twenty seasons will bring, but first, let us take this season to 
celebrate together and savor all of our accomplishments! 
 
Paul Surapine  
CHSO Founding Executive & Artistic Director ~ August 14, 1997 to the present! 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Join our dedicated team of volunteers and work on a project or on a    
committee to support the CHSO! We’ll match your talent with our needs 

for a win-win partnership! 

As a volunteer for Claflin Hill you will get a unique insider’s look at what 

it takes to sustain a thriving, world-class orchestra. You will also play an 

essential role in the life of the CHSO. We will match your talents with our 

opportunities — Greeters, Ushers, Bakers, Hall Decorators, Office 

Support, Special Events & Fundraising.   

Let us know how you’d like to help! 

Contact:  Susan Surapine—508 478 5924 



CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP 
Your company will hit all the high notes when you partner with Claflin Hill! 

Reward Your Employees 

Value Your Clients 

Invest in the Arts 

Validate Corporate Shared Values 

Corporate Sponsorship goes a long way when you consider all it can do! 

A ticket to Claflin Hill is your ticket to employee and client engagement! 

Want to get more involved with Claflin Hill? 
Join our Board of Directors~ 

Contact: Paul Surapine at 508 478 5924  
or email at psurapine@claflinhill.org  

508.478.5924 

www.claflinhill.org 

Season Tickets on Sale September 4, 2019 
 

Individual Tickets on Sale Sept. 30, 2019 
Ticket Orders 

Online:  www.claflinhill.org 
By phone:  508-478-5924 

Series/Concert Title 
Ticket     
Price 

Ticketing logistics fees added at checkout. Additional charges for “day of” sales. 

CHSO Season Tickets (6 concerts) 
Includes Family Symphony Matinee 

$150 

CHSO Season Tickets (Student*/Senior*/Veteran*) $99 

CHSO Individual Tickets  
Not Including Holiday Pops 

$42 

CHSO Individual Tickets  (Student*/Senior*/Veteran*) 
Not Including Holiday Pops 

$27 

CHSO Holiday Pops (Individual Tickets) 
 
CHSO Holiday Pops  
(Individual Ticket for Student*/Senior*/Veteran*) 

$47 
 

$29 
 

Claflin Hill-Apple Tree Arts Chamber Series Tickets $18 

Claflin Hill-Apple Tree Arts Chamber Season Tickets $45 

Homefield Credit Union Jazz Series Tickets $25 

*Please present proof of status with your ticket at the hall. Thank you. 



 

The Claflin Hill Symphony 
Orchestra Season 

 

Milford Town Hall 
The Grand Ballroom 
52 Main Street 

Milford, MA 

Information & directions: claflinhill.org 
Season ticket order: 508.478.5924 

Symphony in the Grand Ballroom 

Symphonic Saturdays 

Free Parking 

Handicap Accessible 

Claflin Hill Youth Symphonies Schedule 
Complete calendar online 

Date Time Place Program 

Sept. 15, 2019 11:00-5:00 Mass Bay 
Framingham 

Auditions—New applicants 
and returning seating     
auditions 

Sept. 22, 2019 12:30-5:00 Mass Bay 
Framingham 

Rehearsals Begin 

Jan. 19, 2020 3:00-5:00 Mass Bay 

Wellesley 

Winter Concert 

Jan. 26, 2020 11:00-5:00 Mass Bay 

Framingham 

Auditions 

March 29, 2020  3:00-5:00 Milford 
Town Hall 

Family Symphony Matinee 
(side-by-side w/CHSO) 

May 17, 2020 3:00-5:00 Mass Bay 
Wellesley 

Spring Concert 

TBA—  2020 11:00-3:00 Mass Bay 
Framingham 

New Member Auditions 

“I can’t imagine not having played in CHYSO! I am so grateful for Mr. Surapine’s and 
Mr. Petkov’s mentoring in our repertoire and in guiding me to make beautiful music 
with my peers. It was so inspiring and empowering to take part in the collective passion 
everyone in the orchestra demonstrates. The music has made me who I am, so I give 
many thanks again for everyone who makes it possible for us young musicians to 
discover and express ourselves through music!!” 

 Veronika J., Cello and recent graduate 



 

 

 

 

A supportive musical environment where 

young minds come alive! 

T 
he Claflin Hill Youth Symphonies are the 
premier performing arts organizations for 
youth throughout MetroWest and Central 
Massachusetts. It is our intention to enhance 

the music education our young musicians are already 
provided with in school, at home, and in their private 
lessons. CHYS is not just one orchestra; it is a program 
of three different ensembles that provide orchestral 
training through weekly rehearsals. Our program 
services over 150 students ranging in age from 8 to 18. 
CHYS students hail from Belmont to Blackstone – a 
large swath of communities in our region. Participating 
in CHYS allows students to extend beyond individual 
lessons and experience what it’s like to become a team 
member in an ensemble of talented musicians.  

Maestro Paul Surapine has built an educational 
framework based on trust, encouragement, responsibility, and holding our students to 
high artistic standards. By participating in our program, students will develop 
confidence, self -esteem, social, creative and communication skills. They will not only 
become better musicians, but they will develop into people who become productive 
contributors to society. The Claflin Hill Symphonies can serve as a springboard to a 
professional career in music, or aid in gaining admission to university. CHYS provides 
a valuable extra -curricular activity for serious people with like-minded goals, and 
leads to life-long friendships. 

508.478.5924 ~ www.claflinhill.org 

Concert I “Celestial Aspirations” 
Saturday, November 9, 2019 ~ 7:30 PM  

 

 Holst:  The Planets 
Ravel:  Daphnis & Chloe, Suite No. 2 

 
Join us for our Twentieth Season opener as we begin a year-long celebration of 
two decades of amazing symphony in our own backyard! The New World 
Chorale joins with the CHSO in per formances of Gustav Holst ’s celestial 
and profoundly powerful “The Planets” and Maurice Ravel’s exhilarating, 
colorful and climatic “Daphnis & Chloe” – 
two powerhouse hits from our first decade!    

It’s a Season Opener befitting a  
Twenty Year Anniversary Celebration!  

Concert II “Holiday Pops 2019!” 
Saturday, December 7, 2019 ~ 7:30 PM 

Let us make your spirits merry and bright as the Grand Ballroom is 
transformed into a winter wonderland for all ages! Join us for everyone’s 
favorite holiday tradition featuring timeless classics like “Sleigh Ride,” 
“Stille Nacht,” a holiday sing-along and a visit from jolly ol’ St. Nick! 
Let’s ring in the Holidays!  For its fourth year, The Greater Milford 
Community Chorus, under the direction of Mark Schiappucci, continues 
its collaboration with the CHSO for this wonderful Holiday tradition! 



Concert III  “Peter the Great:   
Music of Imperial Mother Russia” 

Saturday, February 8, 2020 ~ 7:30 pm 
 

Tchaikovsky: Symphony No. 5 
  Marche Slav 
  Serenade for Strings 
  Coronation March for Alexander the Third 

 
A rare happening at 
Claflin Hill – a One 
Composer evening! 
Experience the 
grandeur, elegance 
and passionate 
romanticism that 
flourished in the 
golden era of the 
Romanov Dynasty – 
once the largest 
empire in history – a 
dynasty that spawned a rich and enduring culture even as it created a huge social 
dystopia that led to their ultimate downfall.  The music of that historic time still 
resounds – together with ballet, architecture and literature — 100 years later. 

 

Concert IV  “Favorite Destinations in Heart & Mind” 
Saturday, March 7, 2020 ~ 7:30 pm 

Copland:    Our Town 
Grofe:    Grand Canyon Suite  
Resphigi:   The Pines of Rome 
Christensen:  Adirondack Sketches   

“World Premiere – Written for the CHSO’s Twentieth Anniversary 
 
Take a musical trip around 
the planet, visiting some of 
our favorite vacation places 
and some of our favorite 
moments from the past, 
coming home to “Our Town.”   
 
Featuring a world premiere 
written for CHSO by Robert 
Christensen—a former 
teacher of Maestro Surapine—and projected imagery throughout the concert.  

Concert II: January 25, 2020 ~ 7:30 PM 

“AppleTreeArts Faculty Showcase”  
 

The talented faculty of Apple Tree 
Arts, many of whom are also 
members of the Claflin Hill 
Symphony Orchestra, present a 
“cornucopia” of musical entrees 
from all genres – from Baroque to 
Classical to Modern to Broadway!   

A sumptuous feast serving up 
something for every taste.   

Concert I: November 16, 2019 ~ 7:30 PM 
“Total Artwork! ”  

Stravinsky:  L’Histoire du Soldat 

The third season of the Claflin Hill Apple Tree Arts Chamber Music Series 
gets underway with our opening concert, coinciding with the finale of the 
Small Stones Arts Festival in Grafton. CHSO 
Founder Paul Surapine leads the Claflin Hill 
Chamber Players, together with Apple Tree Arts 
Theater performers, in a presentation of Igor 
Stravinsky’s original multi arts performance work, 
“L’Histoire du Soldat – A Soldiers Tale” – a 
setting of the timeless “Faust” story.   Acting, 
drama, poetry, dance, art and music come together 
to re-tell this thought provoking morality tale. 

Concert III: April 4, 2020 ~ 7:30 PM 
“The End of a New Beginning”  

 

Copland:   Sextet for Clarinet, Piano and String Quartet 
Prokofiev: Overture on Hebrew Themes 
Weber:     Clarinet Quintet 

Paul Surapine joins the CHSO Principal 
Strings in an exciting program featuring 
works by Sergei Prokofiev and Aaron 
Copland for Clarinet, String Quartet 
and Piano.  Each work is like a “soul 
song” from two different cultures.  
Weber’s rollicking and jubilant Quintet 
for Clarinet and Strings br ings this 
amazing season to a thrilling climax! 



Saturday Serenades 

Chamber Music Series 

 

 

Apple Tree Arts 
Center for Performing Arts 
One Grafton Common 
Grafton, MA 

www.claflinhill.org 

Free Parking 
Handicap Accessible 

Info & Tickets 
508.478.5924 

 

Apple Tree Arts recently moved to the Grafton Townhouse at One 
Grafton Common where they have restored this beautiful building to create a 
new center for the performing arts on the second and third floors of the historic 
space. The central focus lies in the restoration of its beautiful Great Hall, to its 
original state, where it serves as a central gathering place for the town and a 
performance space for artists. 

 

Concert V  CHSO Family Symphony Matinee— 
“Story Time” 

Sunday, March 29, 2020 ~ 3:00 pm 

 

Claflin Hill’s annual Sunday afternoon 
Family Concert, features a “side-by-side” 
performance of the CHSO and the Claflin 
Hill Youth Orchestra.  This concert brings 
all ages into historic Milford Town Hall for 
an enchanted afternoon of educational and 
interactive musical experiences designed to 

create lasting 
memories for families.  

Gather your troops and share the experience! 

This year, we present familiar favorites with 
narration including “Peter and the Wolf” 
and “Tubby the Tuba!” 

 
Join us for the Instrument Petting Zoo 

before and after the concert! 

 

Concert VI  “To Infinity and Beyond!” 
Saturday, April 25,  2020 ~ 7:30 pm 

Mozart:  Sinfonia Concertante for Violin & Viola 
Featuring “LiveArts Special Guests”Irina Muresanu, Violin  

& Donald Krishnaswami, Viola (pictured below) 
Murata:  World Premiere 
Mahler:  Symphony No. 1 “The Titan” 

 

We bring this celebratory season to a climatic finale that launches us into the 
next 2 decades of great music with a first time CHSO performance of Gustav 
Mahler’s monumental First Symphony – “The Titan.”  A world premiere by 

CHSO Principal Oboist 
Sachiko Murata and a new 
collaboration with LiveArts 
in Franklin celebrates our 
achievements, and opens 
new possibilities and sets 
new goals for the future.   

Thank you to ALL who 
have been a part of 

Claflin Hill for the last 
twenty years. 



Saturday Nights with Friends 

The Homefield Credit Union Series 

 at Caffé Sorrento 
 

Info & Tickets 
www.claflinhill.org 

508.478.5924 

143 Central Street 
Milford, MA 
Questions on dining 
508-473-2460  

The CHSO Jazz Series is back to Milford for its second season. The Sorrento 
has a long history for hosting Milford’s local jazz musicians, so we’re happy 
to bring it back home! The series features favorite local jazz musicians 
“Upstairs at the Sorrento.” Make yourself at home while sipping on an adult 
beverage and enjoying a delicious Italian buffet — just like Mamma used to 
make — while being entertained by local jazz artists! 

Jazz Upstairs at The Sorrento 

Concert I: October 19, 2019 ~ 7:30 PM 
Stephen Chaplin & Friends 

 

Claflin Hill President Stephen Chaplin will call upon Boston-area jazz 
musicians for an evening of tribute to bossa 
nova guitarist, vocalist and legend João 
Gilberto.  Gilberto is credited as an original 
co-creator of the bossa nova style.  He will 
be remembered for artistic contributions too 
numerous to name, including famed 
collaborations with American jazz 
saxophonist Stan Getz and for the enduring 
recognizability of classics such as Chega de 
Saudade, The Girl from Ipanema, and 
countless others.  

Concert II: January 11, 2020 ~ 7:30 PM 
Matthew Surapine   

“An American Songbook Cabaret” 
 

Join Matthew Surapine and his friends as we spend 
the evening with a return to the New York  supper 
clubs... the sounds of crackling ice, Manhattans, and 
the rhythm of jazz — all “supper club” cool— and of 
course, he’ll add in some Italian favorites. 
 

Matthew has won acclaim across North America for 
the beauty and incisiveness of his singing, as well as 
for his spirited stage portrayals.  Of a recent 
performance, The Charleston Post and 
Courier proclaimed that the accomplished tenor 
"stole every scene he was in." 

Concert III: March 21, 2020 ~ 7:30 PM 
The Mark Zaleski Band  

Featuring a Special 100 Year Tribute to Dave Brubeck 
 

Claflin Hill is pleased to welcome back to the stage 
international touring artist and Worcester-area native Mark 
Zaleski for a night of jazz performed in a high-energy and 
lyrical style unique to Zaleski’s ensembles.  Following last 
year’s sell-out performance – which featured compositions of 
Thelonious Monk, Michael Jackson, and others – it is 
expected Zaleski will pay homage to jazz legend Dave 
Brubeck, a former fixture at the Newport Jazz Festival with 
whom Zaleski performed prior to Brubeck’s passing (the year 
2020 marks the centennial anniversary of Brubeck’s birth).  
Zaleski will be accompanied by a cast of talented and 
prominent “young guns” from the Boston and New York City 
jazz scenes. Put simply, the show is a “must see.”  


