
The 2018 Annual Appeal — Where does the money go? 

W 
ith the end of the Holiday 

season, comes the 

continuation of our Claflin 

Hill concert season and with the New 

Year, comes our Annual Newsletter and 

the launching of our Annual Appeal. 

 

The Claflin Hill Annual Appeal runs from 

January through the end of our concert 

season in the spring, and is a major part 

of our annual “income stream” that keeps 

CHSO going and growing. 

 

Some have asked “why do we launch an 

Annual Appeal in January, when 

everyone else does a big fundraising push 

at the end of the year?”   Good question. 

 

The answer is precisely because all of us 

are being deluged with requests for 

donations throughout December and we 

don’t want to be just another non-profit 

begging for your dollars in the middle of 

the Holiday shopping and spending spree.   

I’d rather not have folks debating over 

whether they can afford presents for their 

kids or give a donation to some non-profit 

and we’d rather not have our newsletter 

sitting on the pile of good intentions that 

never gets completed!  

 

Last year, during the time frame of 

January through June1st, our private 

donors and members contributed almost 

$57, 000 to CHSO!  That amounts to just 

over two entire CHSO concert payrolls!! 

 

In the fall, CHSO receives a large kickoff 

injection of income through our season 

ticket sales and individual concert ticket 

purchases for the season opener and 

Holiday Pops.  The Annual Appeal is 

what helps us get through the second half 

of the season!  Every year, we set a 

slightly higher goal – this season, let’s 

push for $65,000 in private gifts by the 

end.  It’s truly a realistic and easily 

accomplished task. 

 

Why give to Claflin Hill Symphony 

Orchestra? 

 

I’ve always liked Wilford Brimley’s 

philosophy on why we should eat Quaker 

Oatmeal for breakfast – simply, “because 

it’s the right thing to do!”   

 

I think a lot of our donor members really 

do donate because of that kind of 

motivation – giving because they believe 

in what we are doing together in building 

a culture, and because they value and 

appreciate the hard work and amazing 

achievement of so many for a common 

cultural goal – but here’s a couple of 

other factors to think about.   

 

Giving to Claflin Hill and other cultural 

organizations is really an act of 

“Investment” – “Investment” in the future 

of our society and our children, and the 

strengthening of optimism and positivism 

that together we CAN make a difference 

and tomorrow will always be a better 

day. 

 

Your donation to Claflin Hill helps make 

possible so much more than just payrolls 

for concerts – even though that in itself is 

a great thing too!   By donating to CHSO, 

we can hire the region’s greatest 

musicians – we provide a new 

employment venue for them and as it 

grows, they make an even bigger 

commitment to CHSO and to our region.  

Many of our musicians started out as 

traveling “free lancers” while in music 

school in Boston, and have grown along 

with CHSO – they’ve moved to our area, 

bought homes, started families, and have 

become not only performers for our 

audiences, but teachers to our children.  

Their ability to make a living in music 

through CHSO helps to make them 

“contributing members” of our society, not 

only culturally, but economically. 

 

A little known fact is that the arts and culture in 

our nation account for BILLIONS of dollars of 

economic growth and spending – we are not 

giving away money, we are INVESTING it. 

 

And that’s just half of it! 

 

CHSO is fifty percent performance and fifty 

percent education!   Through our growing 

Youth Orchestra program, (see the article 

inside!) we are impacting the education and 

future of hundreds of young people.   We now 

have full-time CHSO musicians in our ranks 

that were once members of our Youth 

Orchestra several years ago! 

 

The Claflin Hill Youth Symphonies are 

increasingly filling a growing void created by 

cutbacks in public school education which 

almost always starts with cuts in the arts 

curriculums.  Providing a high-level, high-

energy platform for students to come together, 

learn and hone their skills with other like-

minded and motivated peers helps to insure a 

better class of graduating high school seniors 

who are better equipped for success in 

whatever life path they choose. 

 

The benefits of music study are well 

documented – improving both intellectual and 

inter-personal skill sets – helping to combat the 

effects of today’s pervasive reliance on 

technology and growing isolation brought 

about by people who can only relate to the 

outside world from an I-Pad. 

 

Again, we are not giving money away, we are 

INVESTING it and building a better society.   

 

And, of course, don’t forget to eat your oatmeal 

for breakfast! 

 

                                                   ~Paul Surapine  

Mark your calendar for the remainder of the Symphony Season!  
*      February 3, 2018 *     Saturday, 7:30 pm *      Milford Town Hall, 52 Main Street, Milford, MA     * 

“RUSSIAN ROMANCE”  

As we continue our world tour, the next stop brings us to “Mother Russia” for a sumptuous and indulgent feast of Russian romanticism – featuring 

two magnificent and monumental icons of the genre – Nicolai Rimsky-Korsakov’s colorful depiction of the story-telling Princess Scheherezade and 

Sergei Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 2 – one of the most loved romantic concertos of all time! 

 March 3, 2018     *     Saturday, 7:30 pm      *      Milford Town Hall, 52 Main Street, Milford, MA     * 

“IBERIAN LEGENDS” 
Next on the itinerary is a trip to the Iberian Peninsula. We will open with Manuel De Falla’s colorful tone poem, “Nights in the Gardens of Spain” 

paired with Joaquin Rodrigo’s noble and elegant “Concerto de Aranjuez” featuring the return solo performance from long-time CHSO friend, 

Daniel Salazar on guitar.   Our own CHSO Principal Cellist, Johann Soults, takes on the mantle of “knighthood” as we set off on a “quest” ine 

Richard Strauss masterwork depicting the fabled but flawed hero of Cervantes.  

 March 25, 2018        *      Sunday, 3:00 pm        *         Milford Town Hall, 52 Main Street, Milford, MA  * 

“CHSO FAMILY SYMPHONY MATINEE” 
Claflin Hill’s Annual Sunday Afternoon Family Concert tradition is back! This concert  features a “side-by-side” performance of the CHSO and the 

Claflin Hill Youth Orchestra.  This concert provides a  great “first symphony” outing for young children and families.  

The relaxed atmosphere in the Grand Ballroom makes this a great afternoon of music for all ages!  

“Instrument Petting Zoo” before and after the concert. 

 April 28, 2018    *     Saturday, 7:30 pm     *      Milford Town Hall, 52 Main Street, Milford, MA     * 

“HOME TO THE NEW WORLD” 
Often, the best part of a long-journey is “coming home.”  We complete this whirlwind Coming of Age season by celebrating our own country – 

both from the perspective of a composer of the “Old World,” inspired on his first visit to America in the 1890s to pen his Ninth Symphony “The 

New World.” Dvorak’s work evokes the majesty, the beauty, the optimism and the possibilities of the American personality, accompanied by the 

“Dean” of American composers—Aaron Copland and his rambunctious and good humored “Rodeo.”  Vermont composer Keane Southard’s “An 

Appalachian Trail Symphony” –recently completed after his hike through New England on the Trail pays homage to the beauty of where we live. 
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anticipation that Claflin Hill looks forward 

to January 12th’s repatriation of local-

grown talent of international repute with ties 

to Mussulli’s legacy, both literal and 

figurative.   

 

We at Claflin Hill wish all of our members 

and supporters a happy and prosperous New 

Year.  Your continued support is greatly 

appreciated.  We hope you will be able to 

join us on January 12th and for future 

concerts in our many series and venues as 

we continue to showcase and celebrate 

our community’s rich history of artistic 

achievement.  Thank you for all that you 

do and may you have a safe and 

prosperous 2018.  

A 
s part of its “Coming of Age” 

season, the Claflin Hill Music 

Performance Foundation looks to 

the past and the future with its creation of 

the Milford Federal Savings and Loan 

Association Jazz Series.  For nearly two 

decades, Claflin Hill has carried on 

Milford’s long-standing tradition of 

producing local, world-class musical 

performances.  Claflin Hill’s Symphony 

Series, Family Night at the Bandstand, and 

Chamber Series have featured performing 

artists with local ties performing a repertoire 

of the highest caliber. At times, 

contemporary styles more typical of the 

summer outdoor concert series of Family 

Night at the Bandstand have appeared as 

features in the Symphony and Chamber 

series, always to the delight of our 

audiences. The Milford Federal Jazz Series 

is thus a natural step in the continued 

growth of Claflin Hill.  

 

The genre of jazz also holds particular 

significance. The torch now held by Claflin 

Hill was once held by Milford’s Henry 

“Boots” Mussulli, a world-class alto 

saxophonist who ran the famed Crystal 

Room venue not much more than a stone’s 

throw from Saint Mary’s Church in 

downtown Milford (not unlike Claflin Hill’s 

Symphony series, which takes place a 

stone’s throw in the opposite direction at the 

Grand Ballroom of Milford Town Hall).  As 

the years pass with ever-increasing velocity, 

we must not forget the accomplishments of 

Mussulli’s youth orchestra, which 

performed at the Newport Jazz festival, and 

the members of which still provide 

captivating performances throughout the 

region and teach at some of the world’s 

most renowned institutions. At the risk of 

leaving important history unstated, I would 

be remiss not to  reiterate that Boots’ venue, 

the “Crystal Room,” put Milford on the 

musical map by hosting acts such as Stan 

Kenton, Lionel Hampton, and Duke 

Ellington.  

 

On January 12, 2018, the second concert of 

Claflin Hill’s inaugural Milford Federal 

Savings and Loan Association Jazz Series 

will, in more than one way, be a 

continuation of Mussulli’s legacy.  Aside 

from the featured genre, the concert will 

feature Boylston’s own Glenn Zaleski, a 

once-prominent name in the Worcester jazz 

scene (as a teenager) and former student of 

Dick Odgren.  Odgren, an accomplished 

pianist in his own right, played in Boots 

Mussulli’s youth orchestra during his 

formative years.  As for Zaleski, at the early 

age of 30, he has taken up residence in New 

York City where he has become one of the 

most in-demand pianists amongst the city’s 

jazz scene. He has already performed and/or 

recorded with the likes of, among many 

others, Lage Lund, Ari Hoenig, and Ravi 

Coltrane (son of the late John Coltrane).  

Zaleski’s debut album received praise from 

the likes of Jazz Times Magazine, 

Downbeat Magazine, and the New York 

Times and his itinerary boasts a busy 

schedule of North American and 

international playing engagements with his 

own groups and others. It is with eager 

Claflin Hill “Coming of Age” with Jazz, by Stephen Chaplin 
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How to Donate 
 

Use the envelope 

provided 

Or Visit 
 

www.claflinhill.org 
 

To Make an 

Online 

Donation 

 

Memorial Day Week Timeshare  

(Saturday May 26 to Saturday, June 2, 2018)  

The Driftwood Resort, Vero Beach, Florida 
Generously donated by a CHSO Member Family 

For every $100 donation you give, your name will be 

entered into a drawing for a week in Vero Beach, 

Florida!  

(If you donate $500 — your name will be entered into the drawing FIVE times!) 

The unit accommodates 4 people (1 Queen/1fold-out sofa). Kitchen w/microwave, coffee maker, 

refrigerator, small stove, utensils. Two pools on property, as well as the beach!  The resort runs 

weekly events for adults and families. Onsite restaurant and poolside lounge and bar. Things to 

do in the area: deep sea fishing, many restaurants, an art museum, fountain park, outlet 

shopping and more! Vero Beach is 1.5 hours to Disney World, Universal Studios and SeaWorld! 

January 27, 2018—7:30 pm 
Apple Tree Arts Center for Performing Arts, 

One Grafton Common, Grafton 

 

“Stirring String Mastery—The 
CHSO String Quartet”  

The String Principals of The CHSO bring their 
virtuoso talents together for an elegant evening of 
Beethoven, Mozart, Haydn and more, joined by 
CHSO Founder and Director Paul Surapine on 

Clarinet for a performance of the Brahms Quintet.  
Concertmaster Angel Valchinov, performing on 
his Strad, with Principal Second Violinist Etleva 
Hima-Buli, Principal Violist Dimitar Petkov and 

Principal Cellist, Johann Soults.  

Saturday Serenades— The Claflin Hill-Apple Tree Arts Chamber 
Series Continues in Grafton!  
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March 10, 2018—7:30 pm  

Apple Tree Arts Center for Performing Arts, One Grafton Common, Grafton  

 
“Woodwind Hi-Jinks”  

 
CHSO Woodwind performers Flautist Lori Halt, Oboist Geraldine Johnson, Bassonist Patty Yee and Neil Godwin on Horn join 

Paul Surapine for a rollicking evening of rarely heard masterworks from the Woodwind Quintet repertoire, including the Nielsen 
Quintet, Samuel Barber’s eloquent “Summer Music” and music by Milhaud, Ibert and more.  

Fridays with Friends—The Claflin Hill-Alternatives Jazz 

Series Continues in Whitinisville!  

 
March 30, 2018 — 7:30 pm 

Whitin Mill, Singh Performance Center, 60 Douglas Road, Whitinsville  

 

“The Eric Hofbauer Quintet: Prehistoric Jazz”  
 

The Eric Hofbauser Quintet featuring Todd Brunel, 
clarinet, Junko Fujiwara, cello, Curt Newton, drums, 
and Jerry Sabatini, trumpet. The EHQ performs 

Hofbauer’s jazz arrangements of groundbreaking 20th century pieces which he 
describes as “prehistoric jazz.” These arrangements celebrate the common ground 
between modern jazz and the works of Stravinsky, Messiaen, Ellington, and Ives by 
using the shared rhythmic and harmonic concepts of the 20th century modernists as 

a bridge to postmodern jazz improvisation.  

 

Venue: Alternatives’ Singh Performance Center, Whitinsville 



people. Case in point, several past students 

have gone on to work as professional 

musicians in the CHSO, and as music 

educators teaching private music lessons 

and assuming positions as full-time teachers 

in our public schools.  

But one of the most exciting opportunities 

for CHYS students is to play in a ‘Side-by-

side’ concert with the professional 

musicians of the CHSO. On March 25th, we 

will present our very popular Sunday 

Matinee Family Symphony Concert at 

Milford Town Hall. The program is family 

friendly and will feature ALL the musicians 

from the CHSO and the CHYS.  

Since the absorption of the MetroWest 

Youth Symphony Orchestra (MetYSO) in 

2012, Paul and Dimitar—as ensemble 

leaders—choose repertoire that challenges 

the students.  Kevin S. wrote, “[CHYS] was 

fun. The people are great. It is nice to play 

with a whole symphony orchestra instead of 

just the string one I've had at school. The 

music was the most challenging but also the 

most rewarding. I'm glad I joined CHYS.” 

Mark V. wrote, “I am extremely grateful for 

the Claflin Hill program for challenging me 

and fostering my growth as a musician. I 

look forward to continuing to participate in 

music in college.” I encourage you to take 

in a concert. See for yourself. The CHYS 

Spring Concert will be Sunday, May 20th at 

3 p.m. at MassBay Community College in 

Wellesley.   

Mid-year auditions for the Spring semester 

will take place on Sunday, January 28th 

from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at MassBay 

Community College in Framingham. 

Register online at: 

 http://www.claflinhill.com/chysauditions/  

Auditions for the 2018-19 academic year 

are scheduled for Sunday, June 3, 2018. 

E 
ach May, I have the duty and honor 

to collect testimonials from the 

graduating seniors of The Claflin 

Hill Youth Symphonies (CHYS).  Last year, 

nineteen young women and men left the 

ranks of our CHYS and went on to study 

subjects like molecular biology, 

engineering, film, music education and 

many more diverse subjects at fine 

institutions of higher education throughout 

the country.  

I’m always impressed by the kind words 

that these young people share about their 

weekly rehearsals. They often speak of the 

lifelong friends they made. For example, 

Alyssa P wrote, “I have had so much fun 

playing with the Claflin Hill ensembles for 

the past four years! I have grown 

immeasurably as a musician because of 

Paul's advice and all of the music I have 

played. Sunday rehearsals were my favorite 

part of the week for years. I am sad to be 

leaving, and I will certainly miss the 

orchestra in the future. The Claflin Hill 

Symphonies will be one of my favorite 

memories from high school.” 

The benefits of music study—whether a 

student intends to major in music or any one 

of the humanities or STEM subjects—are 

well documented. But I believe a lesser 

researched benefit comes from being part of 

a team. Fellow string players support and 

encourage, just like athletes on a football 

string. Failure is evident if the players don’t 

come to practice knowing their parts—just 

like the forward on a basketball squad. And 

success is palpable when everyone plays 

their best—with confidence—and the music 

sounds GREAT! 

Every September, we begin again to help 

our young musicians hone their ensemble 

skills.  One of the roles that my husband, 

Wayne, commits to as a Board Member, is 

to help out with the logistics the first several 

weeks of CHYS rehearsals. Although not a 

trained musician himself, he often 

comments on the dramatic changes that he 

hears—sometimes from one week to the 

next, but often within the same rehearsal. 

“It’s interesting to listen to Paul talk to the 

kids,” he said. “Sometimes I cannot hear 

WHAT he’s saying, but there will be a 

pause in the music, I hear that ‘Charlie 

Brown-ish’ adult voice, and I know that 

Paul is telling one of his infamous stories. 

Next- usually- I hear laughter, and then, 

when the music starts up again, I hear a 

striking improvement in the sound.”  

Twice each year- in January and May, the 

three ensembles- Repertory (or Beginner 

Orchestra led by CHSO’s principal violist 

Dimitar Petkov), Wind Ensemble and 

Senior Orchestra (both led by CHSO’s 

founder Paul Surapine)- play two concerts 

at MassBay Community College. These 

performances provide a chance for the 

students to demonstrate their hard work and 

all who attend are truly impressed by the 

quality of the music that these kids are able 

to produce.  

In fact, Karina S., a current student posted 

this on Facebook. “Today was truly an 

amazing day. I had a concert today. This 

year we were extremely challenged with the 

music given to us. Paul Surapine gave us 

the music with no choice but to perform it, 

he pushed us harder than we expected and 

believed in all of us to be able to play it. 

The music sounded better than I could have 

imagined. I have learned so much in this 

year alone and I can't wait for next year.”  I 

encourage you to check our web site for the 

next CHYS concert date. I guarantee that 

you will be impressed. 

At Claflin Hill, education has always been 

an important part of our mission. Our 

professional symphony concerts always 

include a ‘lecture’ from the podium so that 

newcomers feel involved and so that 

classical music aficionados also take away 

some new feature. The CHYS assumes an 

important role in education as well. We 

strive to insure the future of both an 

audience for live music performance, 

particularly classical music, but also assure 

the well-rounded education of these young 

CHYS News—by Bernadette Stockwell, Director of Development  
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Spotlight on Beth Surapine, Featured Soloist on February 3!  
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the world on tour? No, I am not. But, I 

make music and teach music 7 days a 

week/52 weeks of the year – and to me, 

that is success!” 

With regard to teaching, Beth finds 

both it both exciting and enjoyable 

when she comes across that special 

student who shares her passion and 

desire to make great music – the ones 

who know what it takes to be good 

and they are willing to put in the time 

and effort and the hard practice 

sessions to be the best that he/she can 

be.  

Beth is dedicating her performance to 

her parents, Ray and Carol Surapine, 

who she said “spent thousands and 

thousands of dollars on me so that I 

could become a pianist. It has been 

my mother’s dream to see me play 

this piece. My Dad, who passed away 

in April, spent hours and hours 

driving me around to lessons and 

master classes and recitals and 

concerts, and I know that he’s up 

there watching over and encouraging 

me saying, “You can do this!””  

To read the full interview, please go to 

our website: www.claflinhill.org  

 

            ~Submitted by Susan Surapine 

O 
ur audience is in for a treat! On 

the evening of February 3, 2018 

pianist Beth Surapine will 

perform the Rachmaninoff:  Piano 

Concerto No. 2 with the Claflin Hill 

Symphony Orchestra.  

Back in May, while at a family gathering, 

Paul Surapine asked his sister if she’d like 

to be the soloist on this piece with the 

CHSO. After careful consideration, she 

said yes. This piece would require an 

enormous time commitment  to prepare, 

and she knew she needed to map out a 

good plan. This piece has been on her 

“bucket list” — and she decided there is 

no time like the present to make this 

dream a reality. 

Beth began taking piano lessons at the 

age of 5, and her first teacher, Helen 

Johnson, included listening to pieces on 

records as part of the lesson program. 

Since that time, the Rachmaninoff No. 2 

has been an all-time favorite of Beth’s 

and she is “in love with every movement. 

The first is both beautiful and exciting, at 

the same time. The second is just 

beautiful – and the third is an adrenaline 

rush. There is not one second of this piece 

that I don’t like!”  

For a woman of small proportions, 

especially with small hands, the piece can 

prove to be a struggle technically in some 

areas due to the fact that the composer – 

who had very large hands – composed 

this piece to his own strengths. Surapine 

said that this has been a challenge, but she 

has figured out how to compensate. She 

has listened to this concerto every day 

since May 28 and has worked on it every 

day – starting out with two pages at a 

time. She wanted to have it roughly 

learned by the end of August before she 

got back into the full swing of teaching 

and choir rehearsals. Once school started 

in September, she reserved each evening 

for Rachmaninoff, working on the 

tougher seconds over and over until, at 

last, she has achieved the feeling of 

“owning it!” 

In 2005 Beth performed Rhapsody in 

Blue with the CHSO, and she fondly 

remembers the evening as being “the best 

night of my life!” But the difference 

between Rhapsody in Blue and the 

Rachmaninoff are enormous. 

“Rhapsody in Blue was scary – but so 

much fun to play – it is just a fun piece. It 

has difficult spots, but really nothing 

compared to the Rachmaninoff, which has 

pushed me to my limits – but in a great 

way.” 

Beth studied piano with Helen Johnson 

until she was in high school. Paul’s 

clarinet teacher, Kal Opperman, 

recommended that she audition with a 

teacher at Boston University, Elizabeth 

Hagenah, which she did, and she studied 

with her until graduating. After 

graduation, she continued her studies with 

Raymond Hanson at the Hartt School of 

Music.  

Beth’s life revolves around music. She 

has 45 private piano students ranging in 

age from 5-86, teaches pre-K-8 general 

music at two Catholic Schools, and is 

Director of Music at St. Bernard’s 

Catholic Church in Enfield, CT where she 

plays all of the Masses, directs an Adult 

and Children’s choir. She loves teaching 

and especially enjoy her private students, 

as they provide a “new story” every 30 

minutes! A typical day is teaching at 

school until 2:30, then going to her Music 

Office and teaching piano from 3:00-8:00 

– and then, depending on the day, she 

goes to conduct choir rehearsal or other 

church meetings. For the last 9 months 

when she arrives at home after 8:00 pm, 

she has had a date with Rachmaninoff 

until 10:00 or 11:00 pm!  

For most of her adult life she has enjoyed 

making a living as a music teacher and 

musician, and considers herself to be very 

fortunate. The variety keeps it all fresh, 

and no matter what the day brings, it’s all 

music, and that’s awesome. Beth noted 

that many people who major in music in 

college come out with their degree, but 

can’t make a living being a full-time 

musician, and they have to supplement 

their income with other jobs. She stated, 

“Am I a world famous pianist traveling 

http://www.claflinhill.com/chysauditions/
http://www.claflinhill.org


Spotlight on Young Philanthropist, Tristan McWade 
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W 
e received a very 

special donation the 

other day from a young 

lady by the name of Tristan 

McWade, who happens to be my 

niece. Why is it so special, you 

ask? Because Tristan is 8 years 

old, and she has been making 

yearly donations with her own 

money for the past three years.  

 

Teaching our children about 

charity and nonprofit organizations 

can be rewarding to all. Giving 

and helping others gives children a 

feeling of empowerment, that at a 

young age, they aren’t often able 

to experience. Making the value of 

giving and helping others a part of 

every day life teaches children that 

they are part of a larger 

community, and it takes us all to 

support that community. 

 

Tristan’s parents, Paul and Tracie 

McWade stated,  “As parents of an 

8-year old daughter, we have tried 

to instill a sense of giving at a very 

young age. We explained to 

Tristan that giving can mean 

different things… It can mean 

donating — however small the 

amount of money — to a favorite 

organization, it can mean giving 

time to a special person or charity, 

or giving can simply be just 

smiling or doing a kind gesture for 

someone.  It is our hope that 

teaching our children the 

importance of contributing in our 

very hectic society helps them to 

mature into kind, generous and 

empathetic individuals.” 

 

 

Tristan’s Story: 

“I started collecting bottles and 

cans from my grandmother’s 

house and my house because I 

realized each one of those bottles 

was worth 5 cents. After a while, 

the money I was saving started to 

add up. My parents talked to me 

about donating to charity because 

it helps others who are in need. I 

agreed that it would be a good 

thing to do and decided I would 

like to donate Claflin Hill 

Symphony Orchestra and to the 

Baypath Humane Society. 

 

The reason I chose these two 

charities is because the CHSO has 

inspired me to play violin. I 

donated to Baypath Humane 

Society because I love animals and 

I have a little Chihuahua named 

Savannah. I want those pets to be 

as happy as my dog is one day.   

 

I hope the money I donate helps 

the CHSO stay in business for a 

long time so I can play violin with 

them.” 

                       ~Tristan McWade 

 

The McWade’s 

Tristan, Paul & Tracie 

Tristan is currently a third grade 

student at Woodland Elementary 

School in Milford. She has achieved 

her purple belt in karate at Cormier’s 

Self Defense Academy in Holliston, 

and she is privately studying violin-

with her mentor-cousin,  Zachary 

Surapine.  

 

 

WANTED:  Claflin Hill Symphony Orchestra Board Members 
 
Claflin Hill Symphony Orchestra is a professional symphony orchestra located in Milford, Massachusetts. Founded in 2000, the 

CHSO performs six concerts annually for its loyal audience members. The CHSO is known for its passionate world-class 

performances and exciting programming.  Additionally, Claflin Hill has a youth orchestra and wind ensemble, Claflin Hill Youth 

Symphonies (CHYS). Conveniently located in Framingham, CHYS provides dedicated young musicians with advanced orchestral 

training in an atmosphere that is challenging, yet supportive and fun.  

 

Claflin Hill Symphony is governed by an all-volunteer board of directors. We currently have nine seats on the Board and they are 

each a three year term. We regularly seek Board members who are willing to work and who have a passion for classical music. 

Your business expertise will be put to use to help guide and manage the orchestra's day-to-day financials, fundraising and 

networking functions, staffing events and organizational tasks. We are looking for professionals with some knowledge of or 

affiliation with local, classical music, chamber music and jazz.  

 

Meetings are held at the Claflin Hill offices in Milford on the last Thursday of each month (7:00-9:00 pm). Other meetings, such as 

subcommittee meetings, may be held to work on projects and action items related to board meetings. 

M 
ilford TV has been 

videoing and broadcasting 

the symphony here for a 

few years now.  A couple of years 

ago, as the local-access president, I 

thought I should perhaps attend.  (I 

hadn’t even viewed a performance.)  

My wife and I were blown away.  We 

had expected a kind of nice local 

amateur performance, a perhaps 

pleasant evening.  Instead, this was 

the real thing—a full-blown 

professional symphony and chorus—

in Milford.  That was the Holiday 

concert, and we added Claflin Hill to 

our end-of-year charity donations.   

We’ve not missed a concert since, and 

this past year I volunteered to join the 

symphony board.   Now my eyes have 

opened even wider.   

  

The reach of the Claflin Hill 

Symphony Orchestra goes well 

beyond our home base in Milford.  In 

reviewing data for the board, I’ve 

learned that we have well over a 

hundred musicians from over fifty 

cities and towns, not only in the 

immediate surrounding area but from 

three neighboring states as well.  The 

Youth Symphony—yes, there is also 

a youth symphony—has seventy-five 

members, from twenty-six 

communities beyond Milford.  The 

ninety-eight chair donors and season 

ticket holders come from twenty-two 

communities.  And our more than 

eighty business donors and 

advertisers are based in more than 

fifteen of the surrounding area towns.  

I’d like to say it was age that kept me 

from seeing what was right next to 

me, but it was rather more my own 

preconceptions, limited vision, 

thinking I knew more than I did. 

 

If you’ve attended, viewed, or even 

listened to the orchestra’s 

performances, our Family Night at 

the Bandstand, the Jazz at the Mill 

Series in Whitinsville, the Saturday 

Serenade Chamber  
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Series, the Chamber Music Series in 

Grafton, or the Youth Symphony (in 

Wellesley next), you know what a 

treasure lies in our midst.  Find the 

satisfaction and rewards that come 

from the many ways to participate. 

 

 

Andy Starkis is a Milford 

Resident and a CHSO Board 

Member 


