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Claflin Hill Symphony Launches  

TWO NEW Concert Series for Fall 2017 

The Claflin Hill Symphony Orchestra, a regional, professional symphony orchestra 

based in Milford MA is preparing for the opening of its Eighteenth consecutive symphony 

season in The Grand Ballroom of its home venue in Milford Town Hall on November 4, 

2017. 

To kick things off, we are launching two complementary and new performance series 

offerings – “The Milford Federal Jazz at the Mill” series, set to open on Friday, October 

27, 2017 at 7:30 PM in the Alternatives Whitin Mill Singh Performance Center, 50 



Douglas Road, Whitinsville – and the Claflin Hill – Apple Tree Arts Chamber Music 

Series, which opens on Saturday, November 18, 2017 at 7:30 PM in the newly 

refurbished “Great Hall” at One Grafton Common, the home of Apple Tree Arts, a 

regional community music school. 

Alternatives Jazz Series . . .  

“Claflin Hill has been presenting concerts at the Alternatives Whitin Mill for over 5 years 

now,” said Paul Surapine, Founding Executive & Artistic Director of CHSO.  “We began 

in 2011 with a chamber music series, presenting small ensembles of CHSO musicians 

from the orchestra. It had a two-fold benefit in that CHSO symphony series audience 

members came to Alternatives and discovered yet another ‘cultural gem’ in our region, 

and patrons who came to the Alternatives offerings also discovered the existence of 

Claflin Hill.  Last season we presented an evening of jazz as part of the chamber series, 

and the response was so positive, that we decided to change the music format of our 

Alternatives programming to jazz this season.  American Jazz is a major genre of world 

music that deserves equal attention from Claflin Hill and audiences.   We planned a 

terrific line-up of renowned, versatile and prolific jazz artists on this opening season, and 

look forward to adding yet another aspect of music performance to the CHSO ‘menu.’”  

The concert series is receiving major support from The Milford Federal Savings & Loan 

Association, who are the “naming sponsor” of the new series.  ERA Key Realty, based in 

Whitinsville is providing support as well, and additional support comes from the 

Whitinsville Water Company. 

The Milford Federal Jazz at the Mill series opening concert on October 27th features 

Boston jazz legend and Berklee School of Music Professor John Baboian and his 

Quartet, with Jerry Seeco as Special Guest Artist.  A full schedule of the season follows 

below. 

Claflin Hill Apple Tree Arts Chamber Series . . . . 



Claflin Hill and Apple Tree Arts – a regional community music school based in Grafton, 

MA – announce a brand new partnership and concert series, set to open on Saturday, 

November 18, 2017 at 7:30 PM in the newly refurbished “Great Hall” in One Grafton 

Common, the home of Apple Tree Arts. 

“This new concert venture stems from a number of inspirations on the part of both CHSO 

and Apple Tree Arts,” stated Surapine.  “Apple Tree Arts is a vibrant and growing 

community music school whose faculty includes a number of Claflin Hill Symphony 

musicians, including myself.  In the last several years, they were able to galvanize an 

entire community behind their efforts to renovate the aging Grafton Town House on the 

Grafton Common, raise millions of dollars to renovate it and move their growing music 

school into the facility and create a new and thriving cultural “beehive” on the Grafton 

Common.   Part of the renovation included the restoration of the Great Hall on the 

second floor which is now a premiere, new venue for concert presentation.  Donna 

Blanchard, Executive Director of Apple Tree, asked me about bringing Claflin Hill 

chamber concerts to it last year, and at the same, the CHSO Board of Directors was 

looking for new venues in other communities to help continue the growth of CHSO 

throughout the Central Massachusetts region.  Grafton has already become an important 

part of the CHSO audience demographic – the Claflin Hill Symphony Summer Winds 

perform annually on the Grafton Town Common as part of the Grafton Summer Concerts 

on the Common, and this summer, the entire Claflin Hill Symphony, together with 

members of the Apple Tree Arts Community Chorus and the Greater Milford Community 

Chorus performed an Independence Day concert on the Common on July 3rd.  Together 

with the idea of changing the Alternatives concert series to jazz, it seemed like a great 

opportunity to continue our classical chamber series in a brand new venue, and together, 

strengthen audience and ties between two vibrant and growing cultural organizations.” 

The Claflin Hill – Apple Tree Arts Chamber Series opens on Saturday, November 18, 

2017 with a program that includes music of Brahms, Villa Lobos, Muscynski, 



Shostakovich and more, featuring musicians who are both CHSO members and Apple 

Tree Arts Faculty. 

The new series is receiving major support from the Brigham Hill Foundation Trust, 

Homefield Credit Union, and CSR Financial Services.  Additional support for the series 

comes from Koopman Lumber. 

The Apple Tree Arts Great Hall is located on the second floor of One Grafton Common, 

and is fully handicapped accessible.   

Tickets for both concert series can be purchased on line at www.claflinhill.org and are 

$19, $15 for student, seniors and veterans. Season tickets are also available.  

*** 
The Claflin Symphony Orchestra, located in Milford, MA, is a powerful regional musical 
force. Through passionate performances presented by masterful musicians, the CHSO 
plays a leading role in the cultural enrichment and vitality of Central Massachusetts and 
MetroWest communities. The CHSO sponsors a remarkable outreach program that helps 
youth perfect their musical talents and build long-lasting appreciation for music.  

http://www.claflinhill.org


The Claflin Hill Symphony Orchestra 
Chamber Series at Apple Tree Arts 

2017-2018 Season 
All concerts at 7:30 PM in The Great Hall 

Apple Tree Arts 
One Grafton Common 

Concert I  
Saturday, November 18, 2017 

“Claflin Hill – Apple Tree Arts  Collaboration” 

The Inaugural Season of our new Chamber Music Series gets under way with an exciting 
and eclectic cornucopia of offerings performed by CHSO musicians who are also Faculty 
members at Apple Tree Arts!   Flutist Amy Carroll, Cellist Mario Portev, Violinists 
Michael Galvin and Kathryn Haddad join Paul Surapine in music of Villa-Lobos, 
Brahms, Hummel and more to launch our new collaborative project! 

_____________________________________________ 
Concert II  
Friday, January 27,  2018 

“Stirring String Mastery – The CHSO String Quartet” 

The String Principals of The CHSO bring their virtuoso talents together for an elegant 
evening of Beethoven, Mozart, Haydn and more, joined by CHSO Founder and Director 
Paul Surapine on Clarinet for a performance of the Brahms Quintet.  Concertmaster 
Angel Valchinov, performing on his Strad, with Principal Second Violinist Etleva Hima-
Buli, Principal Violist Dimitar Petkov and Principal Cellist, Johann Soults.  
______________________________________________________________________ 

Concert III   
Friday, March 10, 2018 

“Woodwind Hi-Jinks” 

CHSO Woodwind performers Flautist Lori Halt, Oboist Geraldine Johnson, Bassonist 
Patty Yee and Neil Godwin on Horn join Paul Surapine for a rollicking evening of rarely 
heard masterworks from the Woodwind Quintet repertoire, including the Nielsen Quintet, 
Samuel Barber’s eloquent “Summer Music” and music by Milhaud, Ibert and more.  



The Claflin Hill Symphony Orchestra 
Presents 

The Milford Federal Jazz at the Mill Series  
2017-2019 Season 

All concerts at 7:30 PM in the Singh Performance Center 

Concert I:   October 27, 2017 — 7:30 pm
“The John Baboian Quartet with special guest, Jerry Seeco”  

  

Guitarist/Composer/Educator, John Baboian, has been on the faculty at Berklee College of Music in Boston since 1980. 
Before beginning his teaching career at Berklee, he received a Bachelor’s in Music Education from Berklee and later a 
Master’s in Jazz Studies from New England Conservatory. Although best known for his work in the jazz & swing idioms, John 
has performed in the classical, blues, rock, R&B, Latin and world music genres. His performances include concerts, clubs, 
recordings, radio and television throughout the United States and Canada, as well as performances and teaching clinics in 
Japan, Central & South Americas, Europe, South Africa, and the former Soviet Union including his ancestral home, Armenia. 
Recently, John surprised his fans and students with a "cameo" appearance in the feature film "Ted" filmed in Boston. Look for 
the mustachioed guitar player in the house party scene and you will see a familiar face. John plays and is an endorser of 
D'Addario strings. 
  

!  

Concert II:    January 12, 2018 — 7:30 pm
“The Stranahan/Zaleski/Rosato Trio” 

Glenn Zaleski is one of the most in-demand pianists on the New York City jazz scene. Originally from Boylston, MA, Glenn has made 
a name for himself playing with the likes of Ravi Coltrane, Lage Lund, and Ari Hoenig. In 2017 he released his second album for 
Sunnyside Records, "Fellowship", prompting All About Jazz to note, "Glenn Zaleski has quickly become one of the most important 
pianists of his generation and it's easy to see why." His debut album, "My Ideal", was released in March 2015,and received critical 
acclaim: Downbeat Magazinenamed it "sublime", Jazz Times called it, "an engaging set by a talent worth watching," and the New 
York Times named the record a "strong statement," praising its "fluent but unhurried sense of phrase.” 
 
Glenn has also released two popular albums with the collective Stranahan/Zaleski/Rosato: "Limitless" (Capri, 2013), and 
"Anticipation" (Capri, 2011), as well as a duo record with his brother, saxophonist Mark Zaleski. ("Duet Suite", 2010)  
 
In 2011, Glenn was a semi-finalist in the Thelonious Monk International Jazz Piano Competition. 
  

https://glennzaleski.com/fellowshipstore.htm
https://glennzaleski.com/myidealstore.htm
http://www.downbeat.com/defaultl.asp?sect=editorspicks1503
http://jazztimes.com/articles/160396-my-ideal-glenn-zaleski
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/17/arts/music/new-albums-from-sirens-zaleski-and-miller.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/17/arts/music/new-albums-from-sirens-zaleski-and-miller.html
https://glennzaleski.com/limitlessstore.htm
https://glennzaleski.com/anticipationstore.htm
https://glennzaleski.com/duetsuitestore.htm


 



Concert III:    March 30, 2018 — 7:30 pm
“The Eric Hofbauer Quintet: Prehistoric Jazz” 

  

The Eric Hofbauser Quintet featuring Todd Brunel, clarinet, Junko Fujiwara, cello, Curt Newton, drums, and Jerry 
Sabatini, trumpet. The EHQ performs Hofbauer’s jazz arrangements of groundbreaking 20th century pieces which he 
describes as “prehistoric jazz.”  
  
These arrangements celebrate the common ground between modern jazz and the works of Stravinsky, Messiaen, 
Ellington, and Ives by using the shared rhythmic and harmonic concepts of the 20th century modernists as a bridge to 
postmodern jazz improvisation.  
  

 


